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ADVERTISEMENT % 



The following papers were drawn up at first 
by Dr. Wotton for the use of a friend, but 
were afterwards improved and enlarged by 
bim, with a design to make them public. It 
was with this view that the deceased author 
put them into my hands; and I do assure 
the reader, that they are exactly printed from 
his manuscript, without any addition, dimi- 
nution, or alteration, whatsoever. 

HENRY GALLY. 

April 9, 1734. 



* Prefixed to the first edition of this tract, published separately 
^Q 8vo. London, 1734. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The following little treatise^ although in- 
teoddd by its Author for publication, was not 
givetti to the world until eight years after his 
death; when it was put forth by Dr. Gaily, 
Prebendary of Gloucester and Norwich, and 
Chaplain to King George II. Since that 
time, it has been frequently attached to Ajpch- 
deacon St. George's Examination of Candi- 
dates for Holy Orders; and is included in 
Bishop Cleaver's List of Books recommended 
to the Clergy of the diocese of Chester, 8vo. 
Oxford, 1791. 

As a concise yet comprehensive manual, it 
has appeared deserving of republication ; and 
in order to render it more generally useful, 
some notes have been added, descriptive of 
the various works recommended by the Au- 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

thor. That those, who are disposed to follow 
his directions, may be assisted in so doing, by 
being made acquainted with some particulars 
of every book herein mentioned : such as, 
whether it must be sought for only in a 
voluminous collection, or may be had sepa- 
rately ; whether it has been translated, 
abridged, or improved in succeeding editions. 
So that each may seek the authors necessary 
for his studies, in that form and language 
which best accords with his views, his means^ 
or his opportunities. 

H. COTTON. 

Oxford, 25 Nov. 1818. 
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SIR, 

It is so long since I promised you my thoughts 
concerning a proper method of directing our stu- 
dies in divinity, that I have been several times 
tempted to think it the wisest vsray rather to break 
my promise, than, at so great a distance of time, 
to go about to keep it. I have reason to fear you 
will suspect me of vanity, as if I took so long a 
time, that you might expect from me something 
extraordinary, and beyond what has been already 
done by much greater men than myself. Lazi- 
ness, in truth, has thus long kept me from making 
good my word ; and even that has had an influ- 
ence upon me so long, that at last I was ashamed, 
and, as men often are in greater cases, disheart- 
ened, and at a loss where to begin, since 1 could 
not begin without confessing a fault. But since it 
is never too late to amend, I have at last resolved 
to set down what you here see, which is entirely 
submitted to your censure. 

B 
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2 SOME THOUGHTS CONCERNING 

The first thing which a divine is to study is the 
Scriptures. To be thoroughly acquainted witli 
the design and intention . of God in both cove- 
nants, is absolutely necessary to every one that 
would be a preacher of the Gospel. Now since 
the new covenant cannot be exactly understood, 
v<rithout knowing the old ; and since the know- 
ledge ojf the old requires an acquaintance with 
many and various things which are peculiar to the 
Jevnsh nation ; I would therefore propose, that 
the Old Testament should be carefiiUy studied in 
the first place. I have often wished, that, at least, 
a competent skill in Hebrew were a necessary 
qualification for Orders with us, as it is in Hol- 
land ; because then students in divinity would not 
be obliged at every turn to take things upon trust, 
which otherwise they must be forced to do. But 
that I shall wholly wave at present, and propose 
nothing to our student that requires any learped 
language besides Latin and Greek, in both which, 
together with a course of academic learning, 1 
take it for granted he is not to seek. 

Now to understand the account of the Jevnsh 
polity, as we have it described in the Old Testa- 
ment, Dr. Spencer's great woric De Ugibus He- 
briffofnim^y Ontr axn de Sacrificiis^f Reland's Anti^ 



* Spencerus^ De legibus Hebraeorum ritualibus, folio> Cantahr. 
1685. and, by Chappelow, 2 vols, folio, Cantabr, 1727. 

^ Ouiram, De Sacrificiis Judaeorum et Christi, libri duo, 4lo. 
Lond. 1677' — 12mo. Amstelodam. 1688. - It has also been trans- 
lated into English^ and published at Lmdon, 1816. 



THE STUDY OF DIVINITY. 3 

quitates HehraictB^j and Cunaeus de Republica 
Hebr€eoru7n\ will be sufficient. These books, 
studied with care, will make a man as good a 
master of the letter of Moses's law, and of the 
nature of the Jewish economy, as he needs to be, 
unless he intends to be a master in that learnii^. 
If he would be very exact, he may add Selden's 
Tracts, De Synedriis^^ De Jure Naturali et Gen- 
tiumjuxta Leges Hehrceorum^j his Uxor Hehraic^^j 
and De Sutccessione in Ponti/icatum^. Selden'a 
way of writing is obscure and intricate, and his 
digressions are many and long ; but then the un- 
common variety of things worth knowing com- 
pensates for the trouble. But I would not advise 
our student to begin with him, for more reasons 
than one. At the bottom he hated the hierarehy 



^ Relandus^ Antiquitates sacree veterum Hebra^orum breviter 
delineatse, Byo. Traject 1708. — Trq/ec*. Ba*.l 71 7.— 4to. Ttoj. ad 
Rhen, 1740. — and^ with additions by Vogel> 8vo. Hake, II69. 

^ CunvBUS, De Republica Hebrseorum^ 12mo^Lugd, Bat, l6l7* 
-^Lugd.Bat. 1631. — Cum annotationibus Jo, Nicolai, 4to. Lugd, 
Bat, 1703, It is also to be found in the eighth vol. of the 
^'^Critici Sacii/' London edition. 

* Selden^ De Synedriis et Prsefecturis juridici^ veterum He* 
bvsorum> 4to. Lond, liber 1, l650.-r-liber 2, 1653, — ^liber 3, 1655* 

' ■■ De Jure naturali et Gentium^ libri VII. folio^ Lond. 

1640. 

^ i Uxor Hebraica^ libri 3, 4to. Lond, 1646. — 4to. Franc, 

ad Oder. I67 3,— Franco/, I695. 

^ ' ■ " ' De Successtone in Pontificatum> folio, Lond. l6S6.— 
12aio. Lugd, Bat. 1638.-— 4to. Franc, ad Oder. 1673. 

The whole of Selden^s Works were published by Wilkins, in 
six TOlumes folio, London, 1726, where the above Treatises are 
of course to be found. 
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4 SOME THOUGHTS CONCERNING 

of the Church of England, and he seems to have 
been never better pleased, than when he cotild 
shew his learning, in gathering together what he 
apprehended might do it a prejudice. 

If our student would know how the Jews alle- 
gorized almost every thing in the Mosaic dispensa-r 
tion, he need only read Philo Judseus *. If he 
would see what accounts they gave of themselves 
to the Gentiles, let him study Josephus^. If he 
has a mind thoroughly to understand those tradi- 
tions of the Scribes and Pharisees, for which they 



' Philo Judsus^ Grtsch, fol. Paris, 1552. — ^Lat. Basil 156l. — 
Or. et Lat. fol. Colon. Allobr, 16IS.— Pam, 1640.— Franco/. 
l69t.— and by Man'gey, 2 vols. fol. Lond. 1 742. It wa» Hkewise 
published in French by M. Bellier^ 8vo. Paris, 1598. 

^ Joseph us^ Graec^, fol. Basil. 1544. — Gr. et Lat. fol. Colon. 
1691. — ^by Hudson, 2 vols. fol. Oxon. 1720. — by Havercamp, 
2 vols. fol. Amstel. 1726. [In the preface to this edition may be 
seen an account of one begun by Dr. K Bernard^ Savilian Pro- 
fessor of Astronomy at Oxford. From causes^ which may be 
found in the Life of Bernard by Smith, (8vo. Lond. 1704.) the 
editor did not finish his undertaking. As far as book v. chap. 
27. of the *' Antiquities," together with the two first books of the 
*' Wars," by Dean Aldrich, was printed, if not published, at the 
Clarendon Press, Oxford, in 17OD, (though probably finished 
much earlier,) fol. Gr. et Lat. His notes were subsequently in- 
corporated into Hudson's edition.! — Gr^ et Lat. by Oberthiir, 
8vo. Lipsice, 1782. Three volumes only of this edition have as 
yet appeared. There are English translations -, by Sir R. 
L'Estrange, fol. Lond, 1702. and 3 vols. 8vo. Lond. 1716. (of 
which there is an abridgment hi I vol. 8vo.) — by Maynard, fol. 
—by Thos. Lodge, M.D. fol. Lond. 1620,— by Whiston, 2 vols, 
fol. Lond, 1737. 4 vols. 8vo. Lond. 1811. 6 vols. 12mo. 181'/. 
—a French translation, fol. Parw, I609.— an Italian one, Sv^ . 
8vo. Venice, 1535-1544. 
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tare iso severely rebuked by our blessed Saviour in 
the Evangelists, he will find a complete system of 
them in Surenhusius's edition of the M isna ^ with 
the Conmientaries of Maimonides and Bartenora. 
The Misna is the text of what the Jews call the 
Talmud, i. e. the traditional or oral doctrine, 
which (as they pretend) God gave to Moses upon 
mount Sinai ; which, though it was not put into 
writing till after the destruction of the second 
temple, yet was (if you will believe the Jewish 
masters) carefiilly handed down from age to age 
till that time. Surenhusius has printed the text of 
the Misna "* in Latin and Hebrew ; the two com- 
mentators are only in Latin. It is a noble and 
authentic collection of what the Jews have built 
upon Moses's law in every pjarticular. If our 
student cares not to go through that voluminous 
woric, Beland's Hebrew Antiquities^, and Dr. 
Lightfoot's Works ^, will perhaps be sufficient. 
Ldghtfoot s Hor(B Hehraic€B p upon several of the 
books of the New Testament should be read with 
4care ; and Reland's Hebrew Antiquities, which are 

^ Mischna^ cum Maimonidis et Bartenorse comment. Hebr. et 
Lat. cmn notis Surenhusii et alionjuOi 6 torn. fol. Amstelod. 1698. 

"^ Dr. Wotton has since published two titles of the Misna> viz. 
Sabbath and Eruvim, with an finglish translation and annota- 
tions^ Lond, 1718. 

" Reland. See page S. 

• Lightfoot's Works, 2 vols. fol. Lond. l684. 

P Horae Hebraicse^ in quatuor Evangelia et Acta 

Apostolorum, were published separately in Latin, in l648, 1663, 
167 i, 167^* They are to be found in English in the edition 
described in the last note. 

b3 



6 SOME THOUGHTS CONCERNING 

very short, should be got almost by hearty by those 
that will sit down with a general knowledge in 
these matters, and yet would not be wholly igno- 
rant of them. If one would know the customs of 
that nation at this day, which are very well worth 
knowing, F. Simoii's translation of Leo Modena's 
tract of the rites and ceremonies of the Jews*^, 
Meury of the manners of the Jews ^, (which is an 
admirable little book,) and Buxtorf's Synagoga 
Judaica^y will give him ample satisfaction. For 
commentators upon the Old Testament, Grotius * 
and Le Clerc " should be carefiilly studied. 1 am 
aware, that many people v^dll wonder, and not un- 
justly, that I should advise the reading of Mr. 
Le Clerc's Commentaries upon the Bible : and I 
do confess that wher^ a prophecy, a miracle, or a 
mystery, comes in his way, he must be read v^rith 
caution. But in other things, he may be studied 

^ Leo Modena. Thib is alsd in English^ under the title ot 
f' The History of the rites and customs of the modern Jpyf^y* 
translated out of Italian by E. Chilmead^ 8vo. Lond, l650. 

^ Fieury, Les moeurs des Israelites^ 8vo. Bruxelles, 1701. 

■ Buxtorf, Synagoga Judaiea^ 8vo. Hanovia, l604. — again 
1622.— 8vo. Basil l66l. 

^ Grotius^ Opera omnia Theologica^ (published by bis son,) 
3 vols. fol. Amstel l679- 

^ Jo. Clericus, or Le Clerc. His commentaries on the books 
pf the 0|d Testament were published separately^ as follows : 
In Mosis Prophetae libros V. fol. Amst 1735, 

Vet. Test. libr. Historic, fol. 1708, 

' '. ^ — — Hagiograph. fol. 1731. 

— -— Prophet, fol. • 1781. 

His commentaries on the New Testament will be mentioned 
Jiereafter. 
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THE STUDY OF DIVINITY. 7 

and pelied upon as a pradent and a judicious in- 
terpreter. 

The whole natural history of the Bible is ex- 
hausted by Bochart in his Hierozoican'^ ; as the ac- 
count bo^ the world was peopled after the flood 
is in his Phaleg ^. If our student would see va- 
riety of interpretations upon difficult places, Pool's 
Synopsis Criticorum'y and the London Critics ^^ 

^ Bochartus^ Hierozoicon, 2 torn. fol. Lond. 1663. 
y - I Phiileg, et Cftnaat)^ 4to. Frmcof: 168L 

The whole of his Works were published by LeUsden and Vil- 
lemandy, in S folio volnmes^ Lugd. Bat l7l2. 

■ Poll Synopsis Criticorum^ 5 vols; fol. Lond. 1669^ l675. — 
Franco/. 1712. 

» Critici Sacri, per Cornel. Bee, 9 vols, fol. Lond, I660. The 
compilers of this valuable collection were^ Jo. Pearson, then 
Archdeacon of Surrey, afterwards Bishop of Chester^ — Ant. 
Scattergood, Prebendary of Lincoln j — ^Fra. Gouldman^ Rector 
of Oxenden, Essex; — and Kichard Pearson, Fellow of Queen's 
College, Oxford. The original price of th6 work was 15 pounds. 
As it is one which does not fall in every body's way, a summary 
of its cohtents may not be unacceptable. 

Volume I. contains Annotations on the Pentateuch^ by Sebas- 
I tianus Munsterus — Paulus Fagius — Franciscus Vatablus— 
Sebastianus Castalio — Isidorus Clarius — ^Johannes Drusius 
— Hugo Grotius. Also the following treatises: Dmsius 
de Mandragoris. — Grotius in Decalogum.-^-Jos. Sc&liger de 
Decimis. — Sixtinus Amatna de Decimis. 
Vol. II. Annotations^ on the Historical Books, by Seb. Munster 
— Vatablus — Castalio-— Clarius — ^Masius (upon Joshua) — 
Drusius — Grotius. — ^With the treatise of I^udov. Cappellus 
on Jephtha*s Vow. • " 

Vol. III. Annotations on the Hagiographa, by Munster-r . 
Vatablus — Castalio — Clarius— Rodolphtis Ba^nus (on Pro- 
verbs) — ^Drusiua— Grotius — Philippus CodUrcus (on Job.) 
Vol. IV. Annotations on the Prophets, by Mtinster— trVatablus 

b4 



8 SOME THOUGHTS CONCERNING 

which hsxe been lately reprinted in Holland with 

' — Castalio— Clarius— Fra. Forerius (on l8aiah)t— Drusius — 
Edw. Liveleus (on the five first minor Prophets)— -Grotius. 
— ^With the paraphrase of Villalpandus on Ezekiel. 

Vol. V. Annotations on the Apocrypha^ by Munster (on 
, Tobias) — Claud. Badvellus-^Castalio — Clarius — ^Drusius— r 
Grotiusr—David Ho^schelius (on Ecclesiasticus) — -Albericus 
Gentilis (on 1 Maccabees) > ^ith his dissertation on the mix- 
ture of Languages.*!— -Johannis Pricsei annotationes in varios 
N. T. libro8-*in libr. Psalmor. item in aliquot sparsa capita 
Nov! Testament!. 

Vol. VI. Annotations on the Gospels, by Munster (on the 
Hebrew Gospel of S. Matthew) — Laur. Valla-f-Jac Revius 
— ^Erasmus — ^Vatablus— Castalio— Clarius-^NicZegerus-r^ 
Drusius — Scaliger — L Casaubon — Jo. Cannero — Otho 
Gualtperius — ^Jac. Cappellus — Lud. Cappellus — Grotius.— 
W^th Cappellus on the Corban — Schulteti exercitationes 
evangelicse — and H. Stevens's pre£Eu:e and explanation of 
obscure words and phrase^. . 

Vol. VII. Annotations on the Apts, Epistles^ and Apocalypsei 
by Laur. Valla- — Revius— l^rasn^us— -Vatablus — Castalipr— 
Clarius — Zegerus-r-Drusius — Scaliger-^ Camero; — Gualt- 
perius — Jac. and Lud^ Cappellus— Grotius — Schultetus (on 
the Epistles to Timothy, Titus, and Philemon)— Scipio 
Gentilis (on Philemon) — Grothofredi sacrse exercitationes 
duse — Codurcus (on Hebrews ix.) — H. Stevens's interpre- 
tation of obscure words and phrases — and a Greek prologue 
to St. Paul's Epistles, from an ancient MS, ))elongiag to 
J. Up BoepleruSt 

Vol. VIIL Tractatus Biblici -, viz, 
Fetr. Pithceus de latin is bibliorum interpretibus, 
Nicepbori Patriarchse CP* Canon Scripturarum. 
Adrian! Isagoge SS, Literarun), et Antiquiss. Grsecorum in 

Prophetas Fragmenta, cum notis Dav. Ho^chelii. 
Chr. Helvici Desiderium ipatris Ev«, et Proteyange)ion 

Paradisiacum. 
Jo. Buteonis de Area Noe libellus. 
lyiatthfleus Hostus in fabripapi i^» Noe. , 
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additions, wiU satisfy his curiosity.^ 1 had like to 

Mart. Helvicus de Vaticinio Jacobi. ' 

Mosajusarum et Romanarum legum collatio^ cuxn notis 

P. PithoBi. 
Georgius Rittershusius de jure asylorum* 
Matth. Hostus in Monomachiam Davidis et Goliathi. 
Mich. Rotbardi Samuel redivivus et Saul «M;^ii(. 
Leonis Allatii de engastrimytho syntagma. 
Gasp* Varrerii de Ophyra regione disputatio. 
Guilel. Schickhard de festo Purim. 
M. Helvici de 70 Hebdomad ibus Danielis Diatribe. 
B. A* MeQtani Antiqimitatum Judaicarum Hbri IX. cum 

figuris seneis. 
Bon. Cornel. Bertramus de Republica Judaeorum. 
Petr. Cunsei de republ. Hebraeor. lib. III. 
Gasp. Waseri de antiquis numis HebrsBorum^ &c. libri II. 
cum figuris. 

,^^^ ejusd^od de antiquis mensuris Hebreeorum 

libri III. 
£d. Brerewopd de ppnderibus et pretiis veterum numorum. 
9* Com. Bertrami lucubrationes Franktallenses^ sive spe- 
cimen expositionum in difficilUma utriusqoe Testamenti 
loca. 
Antonii Nebrissensis Quinquagena^ sive quinquaginta S. 
Scripturse locorum explanatio. 

Animadyersorum libri II. 

Notse in parallela sacra. 

Observationum sacr. libri XVI. 

Quaestionum Ebraicarum libri III. 

Proverbiorum Classes II. 

Scholia in proverbia Ben -Sire. 

Adagia Ebraica. 

Miscellanea locutionum sacrarum. 

De Hasideis. 

Henoch. 

De qusesitis per epistolam. 

De nomine Elohim. 

TetragrammatoQ. 
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10 SOME THO«JG«TS CONCBBIUNG 

have icr^ Bp, Patrick's Expo^tioiiB up(m a^gieot 

Vol. IX. Tractatus Biblioi 5 viz. 

Nicolai Fulleri miscellaneorum sacronim Ebri VI. 

Sam. Petiti varise lectiones in S. Scripturam. 

Sim. De Muis varia sacra variis e Habbitois dontexte. 

Job. Gregorii in aliquot SS. loca not^^t obsei*yationi^s. 

Fauli Fagti TVanslationtim prsecipuaram veteris Tesfamenti 
collatio. 

Cbrist. Cartwrigbti Eboracensls Mellificium Hebraicum^ 
sive observationes ex Hebraeorum antiquiorum monu- 
mentis desumptae. 

Lucae Brugensis in variantia SS. Biblioi^m loca nbtatioues. 

Jac. Lopidis Stunicse contra Erasmum Rot. annotationes in 
defensionem tralationis Nov! Testamenti. 

Erasmi apologia ad Jac. Lop. Stunicatn. 

Marquardi Freberi de numismate censiis dissertatio. 

Guil. Elebitius de buccella intincta quam comedit Judas. 

M. tlosti de sex hydriarum ( Johann. 2.) capacftate disser- 
tatio. 

Guil. Ader de aegrotis et morbis in Evangeliis. 

Ang. Caninii in loea aliquot Novi Testafnenti disquisi* 
y 'tioties.' 

Nic. Fabri de myrrhata potione disputatio; 

Lud. Cappelli Templi Hierosolymit^ni ddineatio triplex. 

■■ ejusdem Historia Apostolica* 

Job. Cloppenburgi collationes critioas sacrse per epistolas 

cum Lud®. de Dteu. 
Jac. Uss^rii de Cainane Arpbaxadi filift dissertatio. 
Matth. Wren> Epise. Eliensfis^ in cat^chesin Eacovianam. 
Franc. Monceeii Aaron purgatus> sive de vitulo aureo 

libri II. 
Job. Anton. Vander Linden Exercitatio in Act. ii. 13. ** vini 

pleni." 
H. Grotii de veritate religion is Ghviatianae libri VI. cum 

annotationibus. 
To these is sometimes added a tentb volume^ called the third 
of *' Tractatus Biblici 5" the fact however is, that it was pub- 
lished at London in 1661^ under the title of '' Commentaria et 
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part of the Old Testament, in which there ia 

disputationes in Epistolam D. Pauli ad Hebrseos : auctore D. 
Ludovico Ten a*. It contains also, 

Fr. Spanhemii exercitationes de auctore et epistola ad He- 

breeos. 
Ambr. Catharini dissertatio de epistola ad Hebraeos. » 
Christ. Sehlegelii^afiBStiones de persona Melchisedeci. 
Herric. Guisardi vindicise testamentarise in c. ix. ad Hebrseos. 
Jo. Hopkinsoni descriptio paradisi. 
Christ. Helvici de libris Thargumicis, \ 

Thalmudicis et Chaldaicis bibliorum > adversus Judsos. 
paraphrasibus, I 

Alex. Mori ad qusedam loca novi Foederis notae nunc primum 
editaet. 
Doubtless an useful volume^ but the set is not imperfect 
without it. 

A new edition of the Critici Sacri was published at Amsterdam 

in 1698, calted by the editors, " Editio nova in novem tomos 

distributa, multis anecdotis commentariis, ac indice ad totum 

opus locupletissimo, aurCa." The lirst toI. is divided into two 

pavts, OH account of the Notee msyores of Drusius. The index, 

announced in the title page of the last volume, is sometimes 

bound up with the fifth, as being the thinnest. The annotations 

and tracts which are not found in the former edition are these : 

Vol.1, part 1. (cpntaifiing 'Genesis and Exodus,) the annota- 

tioiis of Sixtinus Amama-^hrist. Cartwrightus — Jo. Drusii 

iM>tae majores. 

Vol. I. part % (containing the rest of the Pentateuch,) A.Ma- 

«ius upon Deuteronomy. — Dmsii notse majores.-^Sixtinua 

Amama.— r4Vith the treatise of Moses Bar-Cephas the Syrian 

upon Paradise, translated by Masius. 

Vol. II. (Historical books, and Job,) Additions to Masius on 

Joshua. — Sixtinus Amama. 
Vol. in. (Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Solomon's Song,) 
Sixtinus Amama, with Augustini Justiniani Episcopi Nebi- 
ensis glossen^ata in octaplum Psalterii. 

^ Tena's Compientary had been previously pii9|«d in folio s\X Tokdp^ 1611. 
-t*Thi8 work of More was subsequently printed separately, 8vo. Parity 1668^ 
—with additions at Saumur, 4to. 1677m— again at Hamburgh, 8vo. 1712. 

/ 
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great learning, and great variety, and what will 
save the reading of many volumes ^. 

When the Old Testament is thus made easy, 

Drusii Scholia ia versionem Hieronymi Psalmorum prio- 

rum 54p. 
— — Commentatio in Psalmos XIX priores. 
• ' Salomonis sententise juxta ordinem alphabet! per locos 
communes digestse^ cum cxplicatione ejusdem. 
Vol. IV. (Prophets,) Masius on Jeremiah. 

Drusii annotationes in versionem vulgatam Hoseae^ Joelis^ 
Amosi, Michseee, Ifabacuc, et Sophonie. 

lectiones ad Michaeam^ Habacuc^ Zephaniam, et Zft- 

chariam. 
' F iM additamenta ad initium lesaiae. ^ 

Vol. V. (Apocr3rpha.) No addition, except a plan of Jerusalem. 
Vol. VI. (Gospels.) A. Masius. 

Vol. VII. (Acts, and St. Paul's Epistles.) Claudii Salmasii^ 
sub ficto nomine Johannis Simplicii, notse in H. Grotii 
commentationem ad 2 Thess. iii. 
Vol. VIII. (Catholic Epistles and Apocalypse.) Petr. Dan* 
Huetii de situ paradisi terrestris. 
— — — - ejusdem Commentarium de navigationibus Salo* 
monis. 
These two are said by the editors to be inserted in the room 
of Grotius de verijtate Chrifitianee Religionis, and M. Wren on 
the Racovian Catechism ; the former being very common^ the 
latter too polemical. 

With this set is generally found a '* Thesaurus dissertationum 
Theologico-philologicarum/' in two vols. fol. 1701, 170S. and 
a '^ Thesaurus novus/* in two more; the last published in 
1732. 

^ Patrick, A Commentary and Paraphrase on the books of the 
Old Testament, (from Genesis to Solomon *8 Song,) 2 vols. fol. 
L(md. 1727, 17S1, 1738. Most of these had been before pub- 
lished separately, in 4to. and 8vo. from I69I to 1706. Patrick's 
Commentaries, together with those of Lowth, Arnold, Whitby, 
and Lowman^ have lately been republished in 10 vols. 4tP, 
L(md, 1309* 
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our student will go to the New. There too com- 
mentaries are necessary. Grotius*^ and Ham-^ 
mond \ of Le Clerc's edition, are the most consi- 
derable. Lamy's Commentary upon, the Harmony 
of the Gospels^ is of admirable use to understand 
what our Saviour did and taught. He adjusts the 
time of every thing that is mentioned in the Evan- 
gelists vrith great exactness, and by that means 
clears many and important difficulties, which had 
escaped the diligence of those that went before 
him. Pearson's Annates Paulini ^ contain an ac- 
curate history of the actions of St. Paul. Dr. 
Whitby's Annotations upon the New Testament^ 
are very well worth reading ; and even those who 
perhaps may not agree vdth him in every thing 
that he says, yet must allow him to be an inter- 
preter, from whom many very usefiil things may 

^ Grotias, see above^ page 6. 

^ Hammond^ Novum Testamentum^ &c« cum Hammondi pa- 
raphrasi et annotation ibus^ suisque animadverBionibus illustravit 
J. Clericus. Editio 2da. 2 tom. fol. Francof, 1714. 

* Lamy^ Commentarii in Harmoniam sive concordantiam IV 
£vangelistarum^ cum apparatu chronologico et geographico^ 
2 tom. 4to. Paris, I699. 

'Pearson^ Annales Paulini. To be found in his ''Opera 
posthuma chronologica^ &c." published by Dodwell, 4to. Lond* 
1688.— also in the Enchiridion Theologicum^ 2 vols. 8vo. Oxford, 
1812. 

s Whitby^ A Paraphrase and Commentary on the New Test^ 
ment, 2 vols. fol. Lond. 1703.— £owd. l7lS.—Lond. 1727. — ito. 
Lond. 1808. 

N. B. The first edition is not complete without a thin folio of 
'' Additional Annotations/' published in 1710. Ito the succeed- 
ing editions these are inserted in their proper places. 



14 SOME THOUGHTS CONCERNING 

be learnt The History of the Canon of the New 
Testcanent is fully, and widi incredible diligence 
and exactness, delivered to us b j Dr. Mill in his 
Proiegome»a^ to his noble edition of the Greek 
Testament. But for a constant inter{Nreter of the 
text of the New Testament, I would recommend 
St. Chrysostom* to a preacher, beyond all the 
commentators that ever wrote. His explications 
are very judicious* He seldom allegorizes; and 
goes to the bottom of almost every thing which he 
midertakes* His reducing all thii^ to practice 
by those moral discourses which are annexed to 
all his interpretations, and his noble and eloquent 
harangues upon all manner of Christian duties, 
will be exceedingly useful to any one, whose busi- 
ness it is to instruct the people out of the pulpit. 
The truth is, St. Chrysostom alone, well digested, 
vnll go a great way to form a solid and an elo- 
quent preacher. His commentaries are well epi- 
tomized by Theophylact *", and not ill by CEcu- 



^ Testamentum Novum Gnecum^ cum rariis lection ibus, 
notis;, &c. studio J. Millii^ fol. Oxan» 1707* The Prolegomena 
have been published separately. 

^ S. Chry808tom> Opera Latin^, per £rasmum> 5 vols. fol. 
B<M. 1530.— again 1558.— fol. Paris, 1588.— Grsocd, per H. Sa- 
Ville> 8 vols* fol. EtofUB, 1612. — Gr. et Lat. cum notis Ducflei/ 
10 vols. fol. Paris, l621. — cur^ Montfaucon^ 13 vols* foL Paris j 
1718. This last is the Benedictine edition. 

^ Theophylact> Commentarii in IV Evangelia, Gr. et Lat* fol. 
Paris, 1631. — Comment, in D. Pauli Epistolas, (pubUshed by 
Lindsell^ Bishop of Hereford^) Gr. et Lat. fol. Lond. l636.-— 
Explicationes in Acta Apostolorum> Gr. et Lat. fol. CohnuB, 1568. 
— Opera omnia> Gr. et Lat. 4 vols. VenetOs^ 1754— -1763. 
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menius^ Theophylact is plain and short, and 
easily intelligible by any man that understands the 
text of the Greek Testament. 

When our student has gone thus far, he wiU he 
competently well acquainted .with the charters of 
our religion; and when he understands the tennce 
by whidi we hope to hold hereafter, he will be 
able to clear that title to others. But I would not 
have him rest here. An acquaintance with the 
wiles of Satan, which, in every age have been 
various, and have operated variously, will be of 
unspeakable use. The jfirst enemies of Christianity 
were Jews and Heathens. By the text of the Old 
Testament, well understood, ^e shall be able suf- 
ficiently to confute the reasonings, and defeat the 
pretences, of the former. To know how the first 
Christians opposed the latter, the ancient apologists 
ought carefully to be studied. The first fathers 
were in deed, as well as in name, Apostolici. The 
most ancient of them, who in the Greek church 
were read along with the canonical Scriptures in 
their public assemblies, are admirably well turned 
into Eiiglish by our truly great metropolitan °*. 
Cotelerius" has printed them in Greek and Latin^ 
and his edition has been lately reprinted in Hol- 

' (Ecumenius^ Cominentaria in Novi Testament! libros^ unk 
eum Areths explanatione in Apocalypsin^ Gr. et Lat. 2 vols. fol. 
Paris, 1631. 

* Wake, The genuine Epistles of the Apostolical Fathers, 
into English, with a preliminary discourse, 8vo. Lmd, 1693.-^ 
again 1710. — again 1719. 

° SS. Patrum, Barnabae, Hermse, &c. Op^a, cum versiottibus 
et notis, fol. Paris, 1672: 
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land by Mr. Le Clerc °. The chiefest apologists 
are Justin Martyr p, Mitiutius Felix % Tertullian ', 
Athenagoras % Origen * against Celsus, and Euse- 
bius^ in his discourses of Evangelical Preparation 
and Demonstration \ These last contain a noble 
treasure of ancient learning. Eusebius in Greek, 
and St. Augustine, De Civitate Dei'^y in Latin, 

* Ex recensione Jo. Clerici, fol. Antwerp, I696. 

P Justin Martyr^ Apologia Ima. Gr. et Lat. k Jo. Grabey 8to. 
Oxon. 1700. 

2da. Gr. et Lat. ab H. Hutchin. 8 vo. 

Ox<m, 170s. 

— — ^— — Apologia duae, et Dialogus cum Tryphone, 2l 
Thirlby, Gr. et Lat. fol. Lond. 1722. 

^ Minutius Felix, Octavius, first published at Heidelberg in 
1560^ 12mo. by Fr. Balduinus^ who has given a long preface. 
It had been supposed for a long time that the book was written 
by Amobius. — Cum notis variorum^ ab Ouzelio, 8vo. Lugd. Bat. 
1652. — cum Julio Firmico, 12mo. Oxon, 1678.— cum animadv. 
Jo. Davisii, 8vo. Cant. 1712. It had previously appeared at 
Cambridge $ see the next note. 

' TertuUian, Apologeticus adversus Gentes, &c. accessit Mi- 
nucii Felicis Octavius^ 8vo. Cantabr, l686.<^Opera omnia, fol. 
Franco/, 1597* — Opera omnia ordine alphabetico digesta per 
Carol. Moreau, 3 tom. fol. Paris, 1658. — by Semler, 6 torn. 8vo. 

Haia, me. 

* Athenagoras^ Opera, Gr. et Lat. 12mo. Oxon. l682. — Apologia 
pro Cbristianis, cum notis variorum cur^ E. Dechalr, 8vo. Oxon. 
1706. — et Graecfe, curiL J. G. Lindner, 8vo. Lingosalissce, 1774. 

^ Origen, Contra Celsum, 4to. Cantabr. 1 677.— Opera omnia 
4 tom. fol. Paris, 1733.69. 

" Eusebius, Evangelic® prsparationis librl XV. Grsec^, fol. 
Paris, 1644. — Gr. et Lat. cum notis Vigeri, fol. Paris, l628. 

^ Eusebius^ Evangelicae demonstrationis libri X. Graec^^ fol. 
Paris, 1544.— Gr. et Lat cum notis Vigeri, fol. P.arjs, 1628. 

y AugU8tinus,vDe Ciyitate Dei, fol. In Monasterio Sublacensi, 
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have rifled the Gentile stores, and made the Hea- 
then learning exceedingly subservient to the over- 
throwing the Heathen religion » To these I may 
add Clemens Alexandrinus's Stromala^y and 
Theodoret De Curandis GrtBcarum Affectibus^^ 
and then you have the most considerable books of 
that kind which are preserved to us of the ancients. 
In Justin Martyr's Dialogue with Trypho the Jew % 
we see what weapons the first Christians used 
against that nation. The disciphne of the primitive 
church we see in Ignatius s^ and Cyprian's*' Epi- 
stles, and in some of Tertullian's ^ pieces. Igna- 
tius's and Cyprian's Epistles should be thoroughly 
digested, if we would bear up successfully against 
the opposers of our hierarchy. Along with these 
1 would advise our student to read Eusebius's 

1467. [It was several times reprinted in the fifteenth century.] 
Cum notis Luddv. Vivis, 2 vols. 8vo. Geneva, I596. — In English, 
fol. Lond. 1620..— Opera omnia, 10 vols. fol. Basil. 1569. — 11 vols. 
fol Paris, 1679*' 

y Clemens Alexandrinus, Opera, Gr. et Lat. fol. )629.-* 
fol. 1688.— et k Potter, 2 vols. fol. Oxon. 1715. 

■ Theodoretus, Graecarum a£fectionum curatio, Gr. et Lat. fol. 
1592. — Opera omnia, Gr. et Lat. 5 torn. foL Paris, 1642-1684. 

■ Justin M. Dialogus cum Tryphone Judaeo, ^ Jebb. Gr. et 
Lat. Lond, 1719*-*And in his * Opera Omnia,' Gr. et Lat. fol. 
Colon. l686.-*-And Lond, 1722. — In English, by Browne, 2 vols. 
8vo. 1755. 

*» Ignatius, Epistolae, Gr. et Lat. 8vo. Oxon, 1708.— Again, 
1709— Greek and English, by Whiston, 8vo. Lond. 1711.— 
English by Wake, 8vo. 1693, 1710, 1719. 

« Cyprianus, Vita et Opera, ^ Jo. Oxoniensi, fol. Oxon. 1682.— 
Opera omnia (Benedictine Edition), fol. Paris, 1726.. ^ 

•* TertuUian, see before, page 16. 

• The Benedictine edition. 
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Ecclesiastical History ^^ (Vaiesius's edition is in- 
comparably the best of him,) and the other Greek 
ecclesiastical historians ^ If that edition be not at 
handy Dr. Shorting*s English translation may be 
used, who has abridged Valesius's notes with great 
judgment. 

When the Empire became Christian under Con- 
stantine the Great, a new scene opened, and instead 
of joining against the common enemy, Christians 
fought against one another. They had indeed 
some contest with Heretics before, but the opinions 
of many of them were monstrous, not far extended, 
and most of them short-lived. If our student be 
curious to know what they were, he may be fully 
satisfied in Irenasus ^ and Epiphanius ^. The truth 
is, the common danger united the Christians in 
those days, and frequent persecutions kept those 
who were constantiy preparing for the fiery trial, 
in a good measure uncorrupt in the faith, as well 
as exact in their conversations. What I say here 
will be better understood from Dr. Cave's Pri- 



^Eusebius, Ecclesiasticse Historic libri X. fol. Paris, 1528. — 
et k Valesio, Gr. et Lat. fol. Paris, 1659- 

* 

f viz. Socrates^ Sozomenus^ Theodoretus^ and Evagrius. The 
first edition is by R. Stevens^ fol. Paris, 1544. — ^They were aU 
edite^ by Valesius in folio, Paris, 1659, 1668, 1672, iGQ^f.-^ 
and by Reading, S torn. fol. Cantabr. 1720-1722. — In English 
by Hanmer, fol. Land. l686. — and again, 1709. — ^Abridg'ed in 
English by Parker, 8vo. 1707.— 4to. 1729- 

8 Irenseug, Gr. et Lat. ab Em. Grabe, fol. Oxon, 1702.— «t 
auctior (Benedictine Edition), fol. Parts, 1710. 

^ Epiphanius, Vita et Opera, cum notie Petavii, Gr. et Lat. 
2 torn. fol. ParU, l622.— et Colonic, 1682. 
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rmtive Christianity \ and Fl^iury's Manners of the 
Ancient Christian^ ^9 than from any thing which 
1 can add of my own. Their first disputes, when 
they wer^ quiet abroad, were concerning the mys- 
teries of our faith among themselves. The state of 
the$e controversies will be well comprehended by 
the Ecclesiastical History of Socrates \ Sozomen, 
and Theodoret, and by the polemical and apolo- 
getical writings of St. Athanasius ™, which may be 
perused in a small time. And what the orthodox 
believed upon all these subjects, is beautifully de- 
livered in very many discourses of St. Chrysostom. 
The history of the Donatists, whose schism 
broke out in the West, about the time that Airi- 
anism began to inflame the East, should likewise 
be known. It vnll be useful in the present age, 
when ecclesiastical discipline, and indeed the whole 
power of the' church, has been so impudently ridi- 
culed. St. Augustine's Tracts against the Dona-- 
lists °, and Optatus's Discourse of Schism against 
Parmenianus **, will give a sufficient taste of the an- 
cients' way of reasoning upon these subjects. 



i Cave, Primitive Christianity^ in three parts^ 8vo. Lond. 1673, 
fourth edit. 1682. 

^ Fleury, Les MoBurs des Chretiens, 8vo. BruxelL ITOL^^and 
in English, 8vo. Lond. I698. 

' Socrates, &c. see the last page. , 

"^ Athanasius, Opera omnia, 3 torn. Gr. et Lat. (Benedictine 
Edition,) fol. Paris, 169S. — Four Orations against the Arians, &c« 
in English, by S. Parker, 8vo. Oxford, 1713. 

" Augustin. See his works above, pages 16, 17. 

* Optatus, De schismate Donatistarum, adversus Parmenia* 

c2 
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If our student would know, in the general, 
what the decisions of the ancient Church were in 
its councils, Carranza's^ and Cabassutius's^ Summs^ 
will satisfy him ; and the history of their several 
meetings is accurately written by Du Pin ', Avhose 
account of ecclesiastical writers is undoubtedly the 
best we have. 

But I suppose it will be expected, that 1 should 
now come home. An English divine is obliged 
to preach to the people of England, and to de- 
fend the faith and discipline of the Church of Eng- 
land against all oj^osersi The manner of our 
preaching now, which is come to an admirable 
height, is chiefly to be learnt from the preachers 
since the restoration of King Charles II. and among 
them Archbishop Tillotsoh * is unquestionably the 

num, fol. Mogunt 1549. — 8vo. Lond, l6Sl.— fol; Antverp. 1702. 
—Opera, fol. Paris, 16^1.— ibid. 1679- 

P B. Carranza, Summa Conciliorum ac Pontificumy 8vo. Lugd. 
1587w — ibid. 8vo. l600. — 8vo, Rothomagi, 1633. — ibid, cum ad- 
ditiontbus, Svo. 1641. 

^ Jo. Cabassrutius, Notitia Conciliorum, 8vp. Lugd. I67O. — ^No- 
titia Ecclesiastica Historiiirum, Conciliorum, &c. fol. Lugd, 
1680. 

' Ludov. E. Du Pin. Nouvelle biblioth^que des auteurs eccle- 
siastiques, &c. 87 torn. Svo. Paris, 1688. — The same in Latin, 
3 torn. 4to. Paris, 1692. — In English, revised by Wotton, 6 vols, 
fol. Lond. 1692. — Second Edition, 1693. This translation extends 
to the end of the 8th Century ; the remainder was done by other 
hands, to the close of the l6th Century ; after which comes the 
Ecclesiastical History of the 17th Century, by Digby Cotes, 
vol. 1. in 2 parts, fol. Oxford, 1725. 

■ Tillotson, Fifty-fbur sermons, and rule of faith, fol. l699^ 
1701, 1707, 1720.— His works, 3 vols. fol. Lond. 1714-1717.— 
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greatest man in that way. The sermons which he 
published himself differ so much from his post- 
humous ones, that one would hardly think many 
of them to have been written by the same man. 
Art, and elegance, and perspicuity, appear in the 
utmost perfection in the former ; and when I would 
labour to compose a sermon with the utmost care, 
I would prepare my mind, and consequently my 
style, with reading some few of those discourses 
beforehand. To some of his posthumous dis- 
courses he put his last hand* The rest shew great 
judgment and knowledge of the holy Scriptures ; 
and being composed with wonderful familiarity 
and easiness of style, without any affectation of 
eloquence, may be imitated with advantage by one 
that would speak to a plain unlearned audience ; 
and therefore to a preacher, who is not supposed, 
as Bp. Sanderson says, to preach ad aulam^ they 
will be very serviceable ; to whom for the same 
purpose I would likewise recommend Mr. Brake's 
Discourses upon the Parables and Miracles of our 
Saviour^; especially if he would learA to emanci- 
pate himself from the slavery of using notes ; which 
is never to be done by ^endeavouring to imitate the 
brightest patterns, or copying after the most la- 
boured compositions. But here, since I have men- 

Again, 3 vols. fol. 1 735.— The first volume contaio&i the sermops 
published by himself^ the others those published after his death. 
—Again, X2 vols. 8vo. 1753. 

* Fr. Bragge, Practicaldiscoursesupon the parables of our blessed 
Saviour, with prayers annexed to each discourse, 8vo. JLonrf. 1694. 
— 3 vols. 8vo. Lond. 1702,1704.— Practical observations upon the 
miracles of our blessed Saviour, 8vo. Lond. 1702.— SI ypls, 1710. 

c3 
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txoned preaching without notes, I would earnestly 
advise our student not to attempt it, till he is so 
far a master of his profession, as that he can, upon 
any occasion, prodm^^ out of his own treasure, 
things new and old. Otherwise, what he says 
will be tattling, not preaching. Before Archbishop 
Tillotson's time there were not many considerable 
collections of sermons, except Gataker's ** and San- 
derson's*. In Gataker's sermons (suitably to the 
very great learning of the man) there is a wpnder- 
ftd variety of usefiil matter, but his manner is not 
now to be imitated. What Bp. Sanderson has 
writ is all gold, and thoroughly refined. His 
judgment is exquisite, and not a word is to be 
lost; but he is rather to be digested than copied. 
The preachers since Tillotson are obvious; so I 
shall name none btit Dr. Barrow ^^ who vrith his 
extensive knowledge, and rare copia of words,, (in 
the choice of which, it must be confessed, he is not 
always exact,) seems td have purposely collected 
whatsoever could be possibly said upon any sub- 
ject. No man that reads Dr. Barrow upon any 

"^ Gataker^ Sermons> fol. Lond. 1637. — Several sifigle sermons, 
printed from 1620 to 1640. 

* Sanderson^ single Sermons, from 1622 to 1670. — ^Twelve 
Sermons, 4to. l6S2. — Thirty-four Sermons, fol. Land. 1657. — 
Thirty-five Sermons, with his life, by Izaac Walton, 7th ed. 
fol. Lond. 1681. — ^Thirty-six Sermons, with his life, fol. Lond. 
1696. 

y Barrow, his Works, published by Abp. Tillotson, 4 vols, 
fol. Lond. 1687. — Again, 3 vols. fol. Lond. I7OO. — 6 vols. 8vt>. 
Oxford, 1818.— Sermons on various subjects^ 2 vols. 8vo. Oxford, 
1798-1801, 
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subject which he has handled, needs rack his in- 
vention for topics upon which to speak, or for ar- 
guments to make these topics good. 

If our divine is obliged to be a constant preachert 
it will be necessary for him to have what is com- 
monly called a body of divinity in his head. In 
order to that, I would advise him first to begin with 
Grotius, of the Truth of. the Christian Religion % 
which should be in a manner got by heart ; and 
when that is well digested, he may then, with great 
profit, go through with some general systems of 
divinity. Of these 1 would recommend four ; two 
written, by our divines, and two by foreigners. 
Our own are Bp. Pearson's Exposition of the 
Creed \ and Bp. Burnet's Exposition of the 
XXXIX Articles ^. Those written by foreigners 
are the Institution of Calvin ' and Episco- 

* GrotiuSj de veritate Religionis ChristiansB^ Svo. l627i and 
reprinted constantly froni that time to the present : it is to b^ 
found in the 9th vol. of Critici Sacri> Land, edition. — In Eng- 
lish^ with notes^ by Le Clerc^ and Dr. Clarke^ 8vo. 1/54. of 
which there have been several rcimpressions : translated also by 
Spencer Madan^ 8vo. 1814. — It was published in Arabic^ by 
Dr« Pococke> 8vo. Oxon, l660. 

* Pearson^ first printed in 4to. Lond. 1659* — Then followed five 
or six editions in fol. the later ones with an index, 1741.— 2 vols* 
8vo. Oxford^ 1797. — ^Again, 1816. — ^There is an abridgment of it, 
by Bishop, in 1 voL 8vo. 17S9.-— And a late one by Dr. Bumey, 
19mo. Lmd. 1812, 

^ Burnet, three Editions in fol. Lond. 1699, 1700, 1705.— 
several in 8vo. from 1746 to the present day. 

^ Calvin, Institutio Cbristianse Religionis, 8vo. Bani. 1586.-— 
Enlarged, fol. Argentorati, 1539. Some copies of this Edition 
have been found bearing the name of Alcuinus instead of CaU 
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pius ^.' I would have our student begin with Pear- 
son and Burnet. I know fault has been found with 
some things in Burnet's Exposition of the XXXIX 
Articles, but I think, generally speaking, without 
grounds 

The chief enemies whom we have to oppose are 
Papists, Dissenters, Arians, and those whom we 
commoply call Deists. Against the Papists, be- 
sides the discourses written against popery in King 
James's reign, the best books are Cliillingworth 
against Knot ®, iMud against Fisher \ Stillingfleet's 

vinus. — fol. xhid* 1543. — tfcid. 1545.-— 4to. Geneva, 1550. — fol. 
Paris, 1553. — Enlarged again> fol. Geneva, 1559. — ibid, 1568. — 
Svo. Lausanna, 1576- — fol. Geneva, 1578. — Paris, 1607. — 8vo. 
Geneva, 16l8.-i^It was early translated into French. — Published 
also in Italian, 1557* — English, fol. 1562. — 4to. Lond. 1574. — 
ibid. 1587.— fol. Lond, 1634.— In German, 1597.— In Spanish, 
' traducida en Romance Castellano por Cypriano de Valera.' 
4to. 1597.— In Flemish, 1614.— In Hungarian, 1624. 

For an account of the extreme rarity of the earlier editions, 
cdd^olt Clement, ' Biblioth^que curieuse,* torn. vi. p. 64, kc. 

* Episcopius, Opera Theologica, 2 vol. fol. Amstelod. vol. 1. 
1650, vol. 2. 1663. — As the 2d vol. was published so long after 
the first, it is not unlikely that they may be found separately ^ 
observe therefore that the ' Institution' is contained in the first. 
[Episcopius has been reputed the -author of the ' Fur prsdesti- 
natus.*] 

• Chillingworth, his works, fol. Lond, 1704. — Knot, a Jesuit^ 
[whose real name is supposed to have been Wilson,] having 
written a work entitled, ' Charity- maintained by Catholics,* 
Chillingworth published against him, ' The religion of Protes- 
tants a safe way to Salvation :* — To this Knot replied in / In- 
fidelity unmasked, or the confutation of a book publish*t by 
Mr. Chillingworth under this title, *' The Religion, &c.** 

f Conference between Bishop Laud and Fisher, fol. Land. 
1631, 1639. 
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Defence of Laud^y and his Tracts concerning the 
Idolatry of the Church of Rome ^, Tillotson's Rule 
of Faith '\ Barrow against the Pope's Supremacy ^, 
Mason's ^ and Burnet's "* Defences of the Ordinor 
tions of the Church of England, and Field of the 
Church °. Against the Protestant Dissenters, we 
have in the first place Hooker's Ecclesiastical Po- 
lity **, Bilson of the perpetual Government of Christ's 

« Stillingfleet, A rational accouDt of the grounds of the Pro- 
testant Religion, being a vindication of the Lord Archbishop o{ 
Canterbury's relation of a Conference, &c. from the pretended 
answer by T. C. fol. Lond. l665, [N. B. A second discourse^ 
against R. H. and £. W. was published in 1673.] 

^ Stillingfleet^ A Discourse concerning the idolatry practised 
in the Church of Rome^ 8vo. Lond. 1671. — third ed. 1672.— 
f;rarth 1676. 

^ TiUotson, The Rule of faith^ (in answer to J. Sergeant^) 
8vo. Lond, 1666. 

^ Barrow, A Treatise of the Pope's Supremacy^ 4to. Lond. 
l680. publislted by Abp. Tillotson, and dedicated by the Au' 
thor*s father to Lord Chancellor Finch. 

' Mason, The Authority of the Church of England in making 
canons and constitutions in things indi£ferent^ 4to. Lond. 1607. — 
Oxford, l6S4s. — The Consecration of the Bishops in the Church 
of England^ as also the ordination of Priests and Deacons 
cleared^ &c. fol. Lond. l6l3.'-^published also in Latin^ fol. Lond. 
1625— Again, 1638. 

^ Burnet, Vindication of the Ordinations of the Church of 
of England, 8vo. Lond. 1677. 

** Field, Of the Church : five bookes, with an appendix, 4to. 
Lond. 1606, 1 610. — and enlarged, fol. Oxford, 1628, l635. 

® Hooker, Of the . lawes of Ecclesiasticall politic : eight 
bookes, fol. Lond. (1593.) [N. B. Four books only were published 
at that time, but the title remained unaltered.] — The fift booke, 
fol. Lond. 1597. — The sixth and eighth books, 4to. Lond. 1648. 
^— The whole, with tracts, and his life by Dr. Gauden, Bp. of 
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Church p, Stillingfleet's Unreasonableness of Sepa- 
ration 'i, Archbishop King of the Inventions of Men 
in the Service of God\ Falkner s Discourses against 
thft Di^enters % and the London Cases \ which are 
written with excellent temper and judgment : to 
which we may add, Dr. Hammond s Tracts "^^ with 
his Defence of Episcopacy against JShndel, and 
Bishop Pearson's Defence of the Epistles of St. 
Ignatius\ The controversy concerning the Rights 
cf the Church ^ will properly come in here ; though 

Worcester, f(6l. Land, 1669. — Again^ with life by Izaak Walton, 
foL Lowi, 1666, I676, 1723. 

His works, 3 vols. 8vo. Oxford, 179S. — Again, I8O7. 

p Bilson, The perpetual government of Christ's Church, 4to. 
Lond, 1610.— in Latin, 161 1. 

^ Stillingfleet, The unreasonableness of Separation, or an ac- 
acoant of th^ history of the present separation, 4to. Lond. 1682. 

' King, A Discourse concerning the inventions of men in the 
worship of God, 8vo. Loifd. 1694. 

* Falkner, Discourse on the liturgy and worship, 8vo. l674«— 
Vindication of liturgies, 6vo. I68O. — ^Libertas ecclesiastica, 8vo. 

1660. 

^London Cases, A Collection of Cases and other discourses 
lately written, to recover dissenters to the Communion of the 
Church of England, by some Divines of the City of London,'4to. 

2 vols. 1685.---«folio, second edition. Land. 1694. — third edition, 

3 vols. 8vo. 17 18. — (An abridgment of the work was published 
byBennet, 8vo. (second edition,) Camb. 1700, 1701, 1708, 171 1> 

1728.) 

U.Hammond's Tracts, to be found in the fourth volume of his 
works in folio 3 they had been previously published under the 
title of ' Dissertationes IV. &c. contra Blondellum et alios.' 4to. 

Lond. 1651. 
^ Pearson, Vindiciae epistolarum S. Ignatii, 4to. Cantabr, l672* 

^fol. Antv, 1698. 
y Rights of the Christian Church asserted, &c. 8va I7O6. — 
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the author 6f<}ie j[)e8tilent book so Called is equally 
an enemy to die Presbyterians and to vlb. Those 
that would understand that controrek^y Well» 
shOi]dd read Mr. Thomdike's Works', and the 
atiswei's to the * Rights/ of which Bp. Potter's • 
aad Dr« Hickes's^ are the most considerable. 
What the Quakers hold, and how their tenets may 

third edition, 8vo. 1709. Written by Dr. M. Tindall, the Author 
of *' Christianity as old as the Creation.** Few. books ever 
caused more stir among the Clergy. The work was prohibited, 
and a bookseller indicted for selling a copy, y^ it went through 
three editions. It was approved by M. Le Clerc> and extracts 
from it inserted in his ' Biblioth^que choisie.* The lower house 
of Convocation condemned it. Several answers to it were soon 
published^ by Hickes, Potter, Turner, Hill, Carol, 01dswortb» 
Lewis, &c. Although Dr. Wotton modestly declares the moH 
considerable answers to it to be those of Bp. Potter and Dr.Hickes. 
yet he himself was one of the first to reply to it, in a Sermon 
preached at Newport Pagnell, Bucks, oh the second of Sept. 
1706. This sermon went through fdur editions in a very short 
time, and is highly spoken of even by Le Clerc himself, who 
afterwards examined the answere which had appeared to ' the 
Rights,* in a pamphlet of eighty pages, Svo. Lond. I7ll..and 
Tindall himself thought the sermon deserving of a reply, which 
he accordingly gave, entitled ' a Defence* of his book, 8vo. 
Lond. 1707. and again in a ' Second defence,* published in the 
following year, in Svo. 

» Tfhomdike, Of the Government of Churches^ 12mo. Cat^br. 
l64l. 

— — — • Of religious assemblies and the public service of 
God, Svo.Camt. 1642. 

- A Discourse of the rigtit of the Church in a 



Christian State, Svo. Lond. 16^. 
• Potter, A Discourse on Churqh Government, (second edition,) 
Svo. Lond. 1711. 

^ Hickes, Two treatises, one of the Christian priesthoodj &c, 
2 vols. Svo. (third edition,) Lond, 17II. 
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be exposed, will be fully seen in Lesley's % Bugg's ^, 
and Keith's * discourses. 

The best books against the Arians, besides 
Pearson upon the Creed ^ are Bp. Bull's Works ^, 
and the tracts of the ancient fathers against the 
Arians, which are very numerous. We have an 
accurate sum of what the fathers have said upon 
that subject, in Petavius's Dogmata Theologica \ 
set down at large. But Petavius b^ing inclinable 
to Arianism, (though a Jesuit,) Bp. Bull's Defence 
of the Nicene Creed^ should be read along with 
him. Grotius ^ and Stillingfleet ' have exhausted 
that part of the controversy which relates to the 
satisfaction of Jesus Christ. 



c Lesley^ On baptism^ against the Quakers* Argument, 8vo. 
1700.— His Works, 2 vols, folio, Lond. 1721- 

N. B. His ' Snake in the gross,* with other tracts, had ap- 
peared previously. 

^ F..Bugg, published several tracts against the Quakers, from 

1655 to 1707. 

« G. Keith, did the same, from I69S to 1702. 

^ Pearson, see above, pages 13, 23, 26. 

« Bull, Opera omnia Latine, curft J. E. Grabe, fol. Lond. 1703. 
— Sermons and discourses, with his life, by R. Nelson, 3 vols. 
8vo. Lond, 17IS. — His works also concerning the Holy Trinity 
were translated into English by Fr. Holland, and published in 
2 vols. 8vo. Lond, 1730. 

*» Petavius, Dogmata Theologica, 3 torn. {o\. Basil, 1562.— 
4 tom. fol. Paris, 1644-1650. 

' Bull, Defensio fidei Nicenap, [printed separately,] 4to. Oxon, 
1685. 

^ Grotius, see above, pages 6, 1 3, 23. 

' Stillingfleet, see above, page 25. — ^The Doctrine of Christ's 
satisfaction, 8vo. 1700. . 
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Against those that deny either the. existence of 
God, or any actual revelation of his will to man- 
kind, this age has produced more excellent writ- 
ers, than all the ages that have gone before us. 
The opinions of the ancient philosophers upon 
the subject are very accurately described and ex- 
plained by Dr. Cudworth " in his Intellectual Sys-^ 
tem of the Universe. The existence of a God, and 
the necessity of a Providence, as they may be 
proved from the works of the creation, are proved 
beyond contradiction, and the particulars demon- 
strated by Dr. Bentley " and Dr. Clarke **, in their 
Boolean Lectures^ by Dr. Cheyne in his Philoso- 
phical Principles of Natural Religion^, and by Mr. 
Derham in his Physico-Theology"^. Judge Hale's 

" Cudworth^ The true intellectual system of the Universe^ 
fol. Lond, 1678. — and in Latin ^ published by Mosheim^ fol. Jena, 
1733.— Agafin, 2 torn. 4to. 1773.— There is an English abridg- 
ment of it by Wise, 2 vols. 4to. I706. 

^ Bentley, Eight sermons preached at Mr. Boyle*s Lectures, 
4to. Lond. 1693. — 8vo. CamL 1724. — Oxford, I8O9. — Sermons, 
10 vols. 8vo. London, 1730. 

r 

® S. Clarke, His works, 4 vols. fo\. Lond, 1738. — His two 
courses of Boy lean Lectures were published separately in 8vo. 
in 2 vols. One on the being and attributes of God, 1719, 
1766. The other on natural and revealed religion. 

N. B. The whole of the Boylean Lectures were published to- 
gether in 3 vols. fol. Lond. 1739, — Having previously appeared 
in an abridged form, in 4 vols. 8vo. 1737. and subsequently in 
1765. 

P Cheyne, Philosophical principles of Religion, natural and 
revealed, 8vo. Lond. I7I6. 

^ Derham, Physico-Theology, 8vo. Lond. 1714.— Again, I727. 
— It has been reprinted ten or eleven times, and translated into 
several European languages. 
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Origination of Mankind ^ is Ukewi^e well worth 
reading upbn this subject ; and Dr. Jenkin's Rea- 
sonableness and Certainty of the Christian Meli- 
^t<?«% with Bp- Stillingfl^t's Origines Sacr(B\ 
(especially the posthumous editions,) contain great 
variety of usieful and curious learning upon these 
heads. 

These are general indications where that know- 
ledge lies, wherewith it is proper for a divine to be 
acquainted. As for a method of forming a course 
of studies, every man must consult himself, and 
choose what he likes best ; and that method which 
is easiest and pleasantest (in both which cases all 
men aile to judge for themselves) is for that very 
reason the properest. Men's minds differ as much 
as' their bodies. Every man not only thinks for 
himself, but has some peculiarities 'in his way of 
thinking distinct from other men. And in study- 
ing it is not so much what a man comprehends, ^ 
what he likes, that must engage him. When men 
are once jaded, they presently give over. Besides, 
every man must be guided by the books that he 
can pi*ocure, by the leisure that he has, and by the 
pr(B€Ognita that he has already attained. How- 
ever, since you may possibly be willing to know 

' Hale, The primitive origination of mankind considered and 
examined according to the light of nature, fol. Lond. 1677. 

* Jenkin, The reasonableness and certainty of the Cliriatian 
Religwn, 2 vols. 8vo. third edition, 1708.— Again, 1715. — ^Again, 

1728. 
^ Stj^ngAeet, Origines sacrae, 4to. Lond. 1662.— 2 vols. 8vo. 

Oxford, 1797. 
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my thoughts concerning what I think an useful 
way of studying divinity, for those who would be 
masters of their profession, in as full an extent, as 
it can be attained without being acquainted with 
the Hebrew language ; or at least concerning such 
an one, as may be the most easily and with least 
expence pursued, 1 shall propose the following ob*- 
servations. 

1. In studying the Scriptures, a continued and 
i^gular course of reading' the Bibl^ from the begin- 
ning to the end, is, in my opinion, not so profitable 
at first to him that would study it as a divine. He 
had better read the historical books first, i. e. Ge- 
nesis, the beginning of Exodus, and of Numbers, 
Deuteronomy, and then Joshua, and so on to the 
end of Esther, a good deal of Isaiah and Jeremiah, 
the beginning of Daniel, and the Maccabees ; thea 
the Gospels and the Acts ; and along with these 
Josephus". The Iocutub in the sacred history are 
well supplied by him, and his account of that ahor 
mination of desolation^ when Titus destroyed the 
second temple, is a noble description of the comr 
pletion of those terrible prophecies by which our 
blessed Saviour foretold the dissolution of the Jew- 
ish polity in the twenty-fourth chapter of St Mat^ 
thew, and the thirteenth chapter of St. Mark. 
Along with these I would recommend Archbishop 
Usher's Annals of the Old and New Testament % 

" Josephus^ see above^ page 4. 

* Usher^ Annales veteris et novi Testamenti ab orbe condito 
ad initia imperii Vespasiani^ 2 partibus^ fol. Lond, l650, 1654.— 
et ci|m Chronologic^ &c. fol. Paris^ 1673. — foL Geneva, 1722. 
(The latter editions are by far the best.) 
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which is a work perfect in its kind, and wbicb^ 
, well digested, will give a young divine a very 
sound knowledge of the history of the world;, 
sacred and profane, from the creation to the de*- 
struction of the second temple ; which knowledge 
will, upon innumerable occasions^ be of unspeak^ 
able use. • 

2. This being done, I would have our student 
begin the Pentateuch again, and read it quite 
through, not only what is historical, but also that 
part which contains the statutes and ordinances 
which God gave the Israelites by the hand of Mo(- 
ses, very carefully ; and immediately after, St. 
Paul's epistles, which vdthout a competent skill in 
the Jewish economy, especially those to the Gala- 
tians and Hebrews, will not be thoroughly under- 
stood. Whereas by the method that I propose, 
Moses and St. Paul will explaiii each other. But 
here I would recommend two books, which', well 
digested, will make this work very easy. The first 
is Surenhusius's BiSxo$ %(iTbLKKaLyi^ sive Conciliatianes 
locorum V. T. quce allegantur in N. T. secundum 
Modes allegandi et Formulas interpretandi TheoUh 
gorum Hehraeorum. There he particularly shews 
how our blessed Saviour and his disciples proved 
what they said out of Moses, and the Prophets, and 
why they quoted every passage, that th^y thought 
proper for their purpose, in the particular manner 
in which we see it alleged. He compares their 
methods of argumentation vnth those which are 

^ Surenhusius^ B<1?Ad( x«r«XX«tvii$, &c. 4to. Amstelod, 1713. 
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used by the Jewish masters ; and thereby demon- 
strates the cogency of many arguments produced 
by St. Paul, which have perplexed most Christian 
interpreters ; arid so shews the connection between 
the covenants in a full and convincing manner. 
Arid though his design led him to quote the He- 
brew text at every turn, yet his work is so con- 
trived, that those that*do not understand HebreW 
need noi be frightened, since most of his allega- 
tioris are exactly translated, and by that means the 
thread of his arguments may be very easily com- 
prehended. 

The other book which upon this occasion should 
be very carefidly read, and that more than once, is 
Dr. AUix's Reflections upon the Hooks of the Old 
arid New 'I'estamenty to prove the Ti^th of the Chris- 
tian Religion *. It is a noble storehouse of argu- 
ments to confound the Jews, by proving that Jesuit 
Christ is the Messiah, and to put our free-thinkers 
to . silence, who disbelieve revelation at the sam^ 
time. But the reason, why it should be studied 
particularly along with the M osaical law, is, bie- 
cause h6 shews that the same design goes through' 
the history, the law, and the prophecies of the 
Jews, vrith one conserit to bring ris to Jesus of Na- 
z^^reth, and, when once he appeared, to furnish us 
vrith invincible arguments to prove, that he was 
truly and indeed the Messiah. 

Along with these, Spencer * de Legibus Hehra- 

^ Allix^ Reflections on the books of the Old and New Testa* 
ment, 2 vols. 8vo. Lond. 1688. — 8vo. Xond. 1809. 
• Spencer, see above, p. 2. 

D 
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orum^ Cunaeus^ de Republica Hehraorumy Oa- 
tram^ de Sacrificiis^ and Reland's"^ Antiquitdtes 
HehraiciBi may be read. Though Dr. Spencer 
should, I think^ be read with caution; and the 
books I mention with him will be good preserva- 
tives against any evil impressidns, which some- 
times an unwary reading of that Work of his may 
cause in the minds of his readers. 
. To them he may with great profit join Suren- 
husius s ^ edition of the Misna. If he does that» 
1 would advise him to read the respective titles ^ 
in the Misna (which are many of them independent 
upon one another) in the order in which they lie in 
the Pentateuch, without any regard to the order in 
which they lie in the Misna itself. As for instance ; 
when the chapter of the waters of jealousy^ in the 
fiilh of Numbers, or that of taking a brothers wife^ 
in the 25th of Deuteronomy, are read in the Pen- 
tateuch, then the titles Sota and Jevammoth^ which 
correspond to those laws, should be read in the 
IVIisna, and so of the rest. The Misna and its 
commentators will appear very dry, and perhaps 
ridiculous at first, to men wholly unacquainted 
wiUi that learning, but use will soon conquer that, 
and the benefit which wjll thence arise towards 



. ^ Cuneeus^ see above^ p. 3. 

^ Outraxn> see above« p. 2. 

^ Reland, see above^ pp. 3, 5. 

• Surenhusius^ see above^ pp. 5, 32. 

^ The contents of all the titles of the Misna are printed with 
the forementioned translation of Sabbath and Eruvin. See page 
5j above. 
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the understanding the Mosaic law, will abundantly 
compensate the pains ; and T speak from experi- 
ence, that all the Christian commentators put to- 
gether (at least those that I have used) will not 
give a tenth part of the light to the understanding 
the law of Moses, that may be had by the help of 
the Jewish traditions. Now the text of these tra- 
ditions, which the Rabbinistic Jews hold to be of 
equal authority to that of the Pentateuch, is the 
Misna ; and that being designed as a superstruc- 
ture to the written law in all its branches, the un- 
derstanding of it will fix the law itself more firmly 
in our minds. But I would not advise our student 
to meddle with the Misna the first time that he 
reads the Pentateuch even with commentators, but 
to reserve it till he ^as completed the rest of his 
biblical studies. It will then be easier, pleasanter, 
and more profitable. 

3. When the Levitical law is well understood, 
the Prophets vrill be read with great advantage. 
They will then be easy, and the for6e of their ad- 
monitions will be evidently seen. Afterwards the 
Poetical Books of Scripture may be studied, and 
last of all the Prophecies of Daniel and St. John. 
As to the Revelation of St. John, I would have 
every man left to himself how far he will study it ; 
only it seems certain to me, that the Spirit of God 
designed to draw in shades in that Revelation the 
future state of the Church, till the general consum- 
mation of all things, and not barely to give such 
temporary predictions as Grotius ^ and Dr. Ham- 

'"Grotius, see ab.)ve, pp. 6, IS, 23, 28. 

d2 
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mond ^ would make us believe. If the Bible be 
read in this order, in a regular way, and with the 
dame application that we read a new book just 
come out, I will answer for it, thfe profit will be un- 
speakable. The fijrst time I would advise our stu- 
dent to use commentators very sparingly, and ra- 
ther mark down what he does not comprehend, to 
he examined upon a review at last, than to consult 
other men a^ often as he finds himself at a stop. 
I would also advise him to read it this first time in 
our common English translation^. That is the 
language in which we are to instruct the people. 
Its phraseol(^y ought always to be familiar to us. 
That we daily hear read in the Church. To it all 

< HaiDmond^ see above^ pp. 13, 26.<'— Besides the Edition of 
Hammond on the New Test, by Clericus^ mentioned above^ 
(p. 13.) there are ecHlions of the same in English. — Firsts fol. 
1653, 1659, 1671, 1675, 1681, 1689.— and Le Clerc's notes may 
be obtained to complete any of these, in a volume entitled, ' A 
Supplement to Dr. Hammondls Paraphrase and Annotations 
on the New Testament, by M. Le Clerc,* 4to. Lond, 1699. 

The commentary of Hammond makes the third vol. of his 
works, in 4 vols. fol. 

^ The translation of the Scriptures in general use at present 
was made in the reign of James i. and first appeared in fol. 
l6ll. — The principal English versions previous to that time 
were those of Tyndal, Coverdale, Cranmer, and what is called 
' the Bishop's bible,* executed in the reign of Elizabeth. The 
psalms, as we find them in our prayer-books, are of the trans-' 
lation of Cranmer*s or the great Bible of Henry VIII. 

The Bible was first printed in Epglish in 1535. but detaehed 
portions of it had appeared nearly tien years before, through the 
means of W. Tyndal ; it being however as yet forbidden by l^w, 
these early editions were suppressed as soon as possible, and are 
consequently very rare at present. 
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bar books of divinity are accommodated. But 
then afterwards the Old Testament should be read 
alofig with the L^^X '\ and the vulgar Latin ^ ; and 
the New Testament with the Greek. The Evan- 
gelists and the Apostles formed their Greek style 
upon the translation of the Old Testament, (which 
if not all, yet at least the Pentateuch, was made by 
the LXXII interpreters at the command of Pto- 
lemy Philadelphus ^) and that they generally use 
when they quote any text out of the Old Testament ; 
for which reason a £a.miliar acquaintance with the 
text of that translation, will conduce exceedingly 
to the understanding the Greek text itself of the 
New. 

4. When the holy Scriptures have been thus 
carefully read by themselves, it will be proper to 
take some commentators at the next reading. Our 
student may get a lai^ interleaved Bible, and there 
set down such interpretations as strike him, and 



^ Septuagint, tlve two principal MSS. from whence editions 
of the LXX are taken^ are the Vatican and Alexandrine. — 
From the former an edition was published at fiome in fbl. 16B7. 
—Since reprinted in 8vo. Lond, 1663. — By Lambertus Bos, 4to. 
Franequene, 1709. — And in 6 vols. 6vo. Oxon, 1817.— *From the 
latter we have Grabe*s edkion^ 4 parts, or 2 vols, fol, or six. in 
8vo. Oxon, 1707-1720. 

^ The Vulgate, or common Latin version of the Romish 
Chorch, was the composition of St. Jerome in the 4tli centuiry; 
il al^iost universaliy superseded the one which was before in 
use^ and which is now known by the name of ^ versio vetus- or 
^ Italica*. fhis kst may be seen in Sabatier*8 BibUonim Sacro* 
rum Latin® versiones antiqase, 3 torn. fol. Patit, 1751. 

' About 280 years before Christ 

l>3 
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not^ parallel places, and particularly (as I advised 
before) let Kim set down his own doubts. What 
he can solve himself afterwards, will give him 
great pleasure. Of all interpreters, paraphrasts 
are at first the usefuUest. Le Clerc ™ and Ham- 
mond" have written that way. Here again I 
would recommend St. Chrysostom ° and Theophy- 
lact P. They may be begun with : and St. Chry- 
sostom's *i authority, considering the time when he 
lived, and his excellent judgment, is of more weight 
than the authority of any writer can be now. 

But because there are more reasons than one 
why commentators should be either studied, . or 
consulted, therefore distinction ought to be made 
between them according to the several designs for 
which they are wanted. Some give only a literal 
es^plication, and that too only their own ; such are 
Ainsworth's ' on the Pfentateuch, and the Psalms. 
Others have only short glosses in thr^ee or fofur 
words upon a passage. These, when drawn with 
judgment, are very useful, Emmanuel Sa's * an- 
notations upon the Bible are of this kind. Others, 
besides a literal explication, give us long tbeolo- 

^ Le Clerc, see above^ p. 6. 

*» Hammond^ see above^ pp. 13, 26, S6. 

*> Chrysostom, see above, p. 14. 

P Theophylact, see above, p. 14. 

^ Chrysostom flourished in the latter end of the 4th century. 

^ Ainsworth, Annotations on the Pentateuch, Psalmes, and 
Canticles, fol. Lond» 1693. 

.. •£•. S^, Notationes in totam S. Scripturam> isto. , Jntverp. 
1 598.— -Lttj^(f. 1001.— They are also attached to the Vulgate 
Bible, 2 vols. fol. Antwerp, 16^4. 
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^cal and moral digressions, which when managed 
with judgment, are of excellent use to a preacher. 
Of these, since the ancients, I know none to be 
compared to Calvin*, whose commentaries are 
truly admirable. Joseph Scaliger, who was a vary 
competent judge, speaks of th6m in the Scalige- 
rona" with rapture. Some gather out of the Hea- 
then writers, both Greek and Latin, proper passages 
•to illustrate the text, and take great pains to «hew 
the phraseology, opinions, and traditions, of the 
Gentile world, as they came in their way. In this 
kind no man comes up to Grotius*, and our coun- 
tryman Pricaeus y, as far as he goes. Others have 
taken pains to compare the text of the Old and 
New Testament, with the various and most re- 
markable versions, some Eastern, and some Eu- 
ropean. In this way Lewis de Dieu ' has done 

^ Calyin^ Opera pn^nia, 9 torn. fol. AmsteL I67I. — The Insti- 
tations s^re contained in vol. 9. 

** Scaligerana, cum prsfatione T. Fabric 'Svo. Groninga, 1669. 
— €t Gallic^, 8vo. Haga, I666. — Colon. Agripp. I667. 1695. — 
Grotting. 16Q9. 

* Grotius^ see above, pp. 6, IS, 23, 28, 35, 

7 Pricaeus, Annotationes in evangeliuni S. Matthaei, 4to. 
Paris. 1646. 

a d epistolam S. Jacobi, Svo. Paris, 1646. 
Acta Apostolorum ex Scripturft, Patribus, &c. illustrata^ 8vo. 
Paris. 1647. 

Annotationes in Psalmos et in plerosque Novi Test. Jiibros, fol. 
Lond. 1660. . 

' [His annotations are incorporated in vol. 5. of the ' Critici Sa- 
cri,* Lond, ed,] 

* L. De Dieu, Commentaria in IV ^vangelia, 4to. Lugd. Bat 
1631. 

Animadversiones in Acta Apostolorum, 4 to. ibid. 1634. 

d4 
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great service ; and so has our Mr. Bois % ^(i l>Ptb 
with the design that they might be assistant to th09^ 
who were to translate the Bible into Low Dutch and 
English. Mr. Bois was himself one of the trap^- 
latprs, appointed in King James's time for th^t 
work. Otjiers ag^^n take great care to prQ^u^^^ 
out of the Jewish $^ore^, what i§ most valuable iji 
the Babbinic£^l expositors. Ii^ this way Dr. Pea- 
cock ^ and Dr. Lightfbot *^ have excelled all others. 
Out of these, and the commentators already n^e^- 
tioned, our student will easily see wha^: to collect 
that ivill be most for his pu^pa^e. Mr. Le Clerc's * 
qommentaiies I pte^^^ned s^^ready. They are in 
every body's hands, and may be read ^th grea;t 
advai^^^e. But ^ bis exposition of map^ of t^ 
prophecies relatii^g t^ ^he Messial^, be oug:ht, ^ J 
have already ^^ntiQii^d, to he rea4 "vvith ca,titi.oxi. 
But Dr. AUix's* Reflections well digested, vnll 
prevent any sinister impressions, which h^ com- 
i^ientaxie^ vpon the OI4 'fes^n^ent, aftd UQtes 

Animadversiones in Epist. ad liomao. et reliquas Epistolas, 
4to. ibid, 1646. 

m in omnes libros Veteris Testamenti> 4to. ibid. 

1648. 

* J. Boys, (Dean of Canterbury,) hi^ workes, fol. [Land.] 1629. 
^ Pocock, Commentary on Micah and Malachy^ fol. Oson% 

1677.— On H;psea, fol. Oxon. 1685.— On Jo.d,fol. Oxon, 1691. 

Porta Mosis, Arabic^ et Latin^, cum notis miscellaq^is ad va- 
rla scripturse loca, 4tQ. Oxon* 1654. — Tbeologic^l works^ 2 vols, 
fol. Lond. 1740. 

^ Ligbtfoot, bee above, p. 5. 

* Le Clerc, see above, p. 6. 
« Allix, aee above, p. 35. 
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vkj^n the New, which he has published in French, 
ip^y ipake upon the minds of unwary re^tders, ib 
tl^at particular. 

5« But one sort of study alone is tiresome. That 
made me name Spencer ^, and Reland ^, and Ou- 
tra^m **, and Cunaeus S to be read with the Levitical 
law ; and Josephus ^ and Usher's ^ annals with the 
history of the Bible. If also some system of di- 
vinity were read at bye-hours, it would be very 
proper. I would by all means advise our student 
to begin with Grotius de veritate Relig. Chris-- 
tiaauB "^j and then go to Pearson's Exposition qf 
the Creed \ and afterwards taj$:e Bishop Burnet's 
Exposition of the XXXIX Articles ^; and after 
they are well understood, he may read the Institu- 
tiqiis of Calvin P and Episcopius ^. Qrotius will give 
him a general scheme of our religion. Pearson 
vnll fix him in the belief of the mysteries of C^ips- 
tifwJity . Burr^et expj^aiins the Articles of our Church, 
and therefore such an exposition as his (which is 
an admirable one) is very necessary foi^ an English 
divine. The natural desire which is implanted in 

' Spencer^ see above^ pp. 2, 33. 

s I^dand^ see above, pp. S, 5, 34. 

^ Oijitram^ see above^ pp. 2> 34. 

^ Cuna^usj see above^ pp. 3^ 34. 

^ Josephus^ see abpve^ pp. 4^ 31. 

* Usher, see above, p. 31. 

"» Grotius, seei above, pp. 6, 13, 23, 2^ 35, 39. 

» Pearson, see above, pp. 7, 13, 23, 26, 28. 

° Burnet, see above, pp. 23, 25. 

P Calvin^ see above, pp. 23, 39. 

<i Episcppius, see aboy^, p. 24. 
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mankind, to seek after abstruse or hidden things, 
has driven men in all ages to busy themselves in 
enquiries concerning predestination and free-wilL 
The state of this controversy, as it has been de- 
bated among the Protestants since the Synod of 
Dort', is there fully and impartially laid down, 
and summed up with equal judgment and ac* 
curacy. Dr. Hammond s Practical Cateckism • 
is an excellent explanation of the duties of our re- 
ligion. 

How far natural religion will carry us, is ad- 
mirably well explained .by Bishop Wilkins*. The 
duties of the Christian life, and the grounds upon 
which obedience to those duties stand, are folly 
«et forth by Dr. Scott" and Mr. Kettlewell^. I 
should put The whole Duty of Man ^ in the first 



* Held A. D. I6I8. it continued six months. 

' Hammond^ A practicall Catechisme, 4to. Lond. 1646. — lith 
edition, 1700. 

^ Wilkins, Principles and duties of natural Religion^ 8vo. L^nd. 
1675. 1693. 1704. 

" Scott, His Works, 2 vols. fol. Lond. 1718. 

' Kettlewell, The measures of Christian obedience, 4to. Lond, 
1681.— .8T0. 1700. 

y Whole duty of Man. (Generally supposed to be written by 
Lady Packington.) Innumerable editions, the first in I657-— 
Translated into Latin by Dr.R. Lucas, and published, 8vo. Lond. 
1693.— Translated into Welsh by Dr. Th. Gough. 

It has also been attributed to Abraham Woodhead ; William 
Fulman 3 Archbishop Sterne ; and Archbishop Accepted Frewen» 
President of Magdalen College, Oxford. See Ballard's Memoirs 
of learned Ladies, p. 3l6. 4to. Oxford, 1752. Thomas Hearne 
judged it to be the composition of Archbishop Sancroft. See 
' Letters from the Bodleian Library,* Syo, toI. ii. p. 125. 
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place, but that I take it for granted, no man that 
would study divinity, as a profession, comes to it 
without having read that book over and over again 
long before, to make him a Christian, whiph is a 
necessary preliminary to the being a divine. 
• Other books may be read in any order, provided 
one does not get a habit of skipping from one sub- 
ject to another, before the subject be well compre- 
hended, which is very mischievous and very com- 
mon. No man can ever master any thing tho- 
roughly that way. 

6. When our student is thus master of a scheme 
of the credefida and agenda of Christianity, which 
will be got in a very competent degree by the fore- 
going method, 1 would propose to him to read the 
fathers '. In reading them it vnll be advisable to 
use a common place book. He that begins to read 
them without having a body of divinity tolerably 
well in his head, will not know, at first, what -to 
observe ; he will set down things trivial, and omit 
things weighty : but if he comes to them vnth a 
general knowledge of the several controversies in 

< * The editions of the ancient Fathers^ especially the most va- 
luable ones^ are both bulky and expensive : a more commodious 
one was begun in Germany about the middle of the last century, 
under the following title : ' Sanctorum Patrum opera polemics 
de veritateReligionis Christians contra Gen tiles et Judaeos, a J. J. 
Stahel/ — ^Of the Greek Fathers were published, Justin Martyr, 
in 3 vols. 8vo. Wirceburgi, 1767. Clemens Alexandrinus, 3 voU. 
1778. Origen, 15vols. 1780-1794.— Of the Latin, Tertullian, 
« vols. 1780. Cyprianus, with Minucius Felix, 2 vols. 1782. 
Lactantius, 2 vols. 1783. Arnobius and Jul. Firmicus, 1783. 
Hilarius, 17S5. Optatus, 2 v6ls. 1789* 
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• r^ligipp* whiclj have cjivided Christendom in every 
age, he i»ay make the tenets and practices of the 
geveral parties to be so many heads in his common 
place bopkf and to those heads he may refer what 
he shall meet with in his reading. For other mat- 
ters, he may make heads enough, according to his 
own inclination, by which (as I said before) every 
man must guide himself. For that no rules can or 
need be given ; sinc^ all men have some particular 
views in their studies^ which they will never losa 
sight of, the pursuit of which will make their lar 
hours more dehghtful to them. In a great many 
controversies we have collections of this sort drawn 
up to our hands, which therefore, so far as they go, 
will save us the trouble of coUeeting upon those 
heads, and it will be likewise a wonderful satis^ 
£Btctton to find (as we shall frequently) that we ob- 
serve things that those judicious and laborious 
men, who have made former collections, have 
omitted. Of this sort are, Petavius's Dogmatu 
Theohgica'^ ; Bp. Cosin's History of Trmnsub- 
sfyintmtio^i % and of the Canon of the Scriptures ^ ; 
Bp. Gunning's Discourse of Lent '^ ; Usher's His- 
toria Dogmatical J and Conference withMcdone^; 

» Petavius, see above, page 28. 

^^Cosin, (Bp. of Durham,) Histork transubstantiationis Pa- 
p^i9, 8vo. Lmd, 1675«— And in English, 8vo. Lond, 1676. 

b A SQholastical history of the Canon of holy Scripture^ 

4tp. Lond. 1652. 1672. 

« GuniMog, (Bp. of Ely,) The Paschal, or Lent fast. Apo- 
stolical ^nd perpetual, with an Appendix, 8vo. Paris, l658. 

^ Usher, Historia dogmatica de scripturis et sacris yernaculis, 

4to. Lond. 1690. ; 

^ I Answer to a challenge made by a Jiesi^it (W. Ma- 



THE STUDY OF DIVINITY. 

Dallaeus De cult^s Rdigiosi objecto contra Lati- 
norum Traditionem ^ ; and sevefral others. I men- 
tiou Fcfrbesiu^'s fnstructiones HisioriahTkeologi" 
CiB ^, in the rear of Uiese, as the most yaluable book 
of this kind, that otif student can possibly mak^ 
usfe of. He wjH there see a complete history of all 
the controversies^ that have distracted the chnrcb 
of Christ, deduced through every age, with their 
minutest branches and subdivisions. The proper 
authorities for every position that he lays down 
are always set down^ so that nothing needs be 
taken on trust bafely upon his word. He seldom 
or never varies from the decisions of the Catholic 
Church iii hi^ determinations ; and his sufferings, 
for the cause of episcopacy, have deservedly 
endeared biiti to the members of the episcopal 
churches of this island. These were all great men, 
atnd theii? coUectionis and observations are of ad- 
nrirabte use : but this should not deter men of abi^ 
lity and leisure from readiz^ the original compo- 
sitions of the Fathers. They will then judge for 
themsehres ; and things will appear in a different, 
and in a much better view, than any representa- 
tions made by other men can give ; and for our 
encouragement, few of them are difficult. 



lone) in Ireland, about the jttdgmeDt of Antiquity conceniing' 
the Rotdi&h Religion, 4to. htmA. 16S5. — Again^ 1631. 

^Dall^eus^ Disputatio adversus Latinorum de cult^s religiosi 
objecto traditionem^ 4to. Geneoa^ 1664. 

s Forbesius; (of Aberdeen,) Instnictiones Historico-theolo^cse, 
fol. Anui, 1645. — Opera omnia, cum ViXk a Garden> 2 torn. fol. 
AimU 1703. 
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7. The knowledge of what our adversariei? say^,^ , 
is of almost absolute necessity to an' English di- 
yine. Here particular care must be taken, ^at we 
do not acquiesce in the accounts which our friends 
give of the opinions of those from whom ihey dis- 
setat. If we misrepresent what they say, we shall 
not only be sure to hear of it again with reproach ; 
but, what is worse, whatsoever we can urge against 
them will lose all its weight. And as all men hav^ 
a right to be heard, so no man's defence can be so ^ 
folly or so fairly (at least not so satisfactorily) re- 
' presented as in his own words. Here then we are 
to distinguish between what private doctors say, 
and what is the voice of the community whose opi- 
nions we examine. Bellarmin **, and Perron ^ and 
Stapleton*", are deservedly esteemed among the 
ablest defenders of popery ; and yet whenever the 
papists are pressed from the vnitings of any, or all 
of these men, by our divines, they immediately tell 
us, that what these doctors say, is only their pri- 

^ Bellarmin, Opera, id est jDisputationes, 4 torn. fol. leoi. 

lOpuscula, 3 torn. fol. 1617. 

N. B. His ' Catechism* has been translated Into English^ 
Irish, Welch, Greek, Italian, Arabic, and Armenian. 

> Perron, (Cardinal,) Replique k la response du serenissime 
Roy de la Grande Bretagne, fol. Paris, 16*20. — James I. having 
seen a letter from Perron to Casaubon, who was at that time in 
England, thought proper to give it a formal answer : the Car- 
dinal replied in the work above mentioned : part of which was 
translated into English, ' by a woman and a Catholicke,' and 
printed in folio at Douay in 1630. 

^ Thos Stapleton, D. D. Opera, cum vita per H. Holland, 
4 tom. fol. Paris. 1620. — Fortresse of the faith first planted 
among us Englishmen, 4to. Antwerp, 1 565. 
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vate ojHnion, in which the church (as they call 
themselves) are not obliged to acquiesce. If there- 
fore we would successfully attack the Papists, we 
must see what the Church of Rome has professedly 
taught in any authentic books of her own. The 
Canons of the Council of Trent \ (which are nobly 
explained by F. Paul " in his history of that Coun- 
cil,) the Catechismus ad Parockos^^ and the Officer 
of the Church °, which have been set forth since 
the celebration of that Council, may be depended 
upon. The Catechismus ad Parochos is the clear- 
est and best system of popery that we have, and 

* CanoneSj &c. Concilii Trideotini. In ]d64 Aldus Manutius 
published three editions in folio^ each differing in some degree 
from the others : (these may be considered as the most au- 
thentic, Aldus being then printer to the Holy See.) He also 
published two editions in 8vo. the same year, and subsequently 
several others. 

™ Paulus Sarpi, Historia del concilio Tridentino, fol. Lond, 
1619. — in Latin, fol. Augusta Trinobant. (i. e. London,y 1620. 
—in English, by Sir N. Brent, fol. Lond. 1629, 1640, 1676. 
with this last edition is a life of the Author. — It may also be 
found among his works, in Italian, 8 toIs. 4to. Helmstadt, 1761-8. 

He generally published under the name of Petrus Suavis^ 
Polanus. 

" Catechismus ad Parochos, ex decreto Concilii Tridentini, 
jussu Pii V. Pont. Max. editus. First published by Aldus at 
Rome, fol. 1566. —in Svo. CoZon. 1567- — 8vo. DiKng^p, 1567.— 
8vo. Leodii, 1568.— 4to. Colon. 1572. — 8vo. Antv, 1572. — Lugd. 
l5SS.—Antv. 1592.— Fcnc/. 1597^— Antv. 161I.— Co/on. IfeS.— 
Burdegala.— Paris, 1635.— Lugd. l669.—Ibid. I676. (Although 
so often reprinted, it has never been common in England.) 

® The Roman Offices or Liturgies are to be found every where. 
One of the best editions perhaps is that printed at Antwerp by 
Plantin, in folio, in 1686. 
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ks authority cannot possibly be evaded, it hani]^ 
been composed by the order of P. Pins V. in par- 
suit of a decree of the Council of Trent for that 
piprpose. With these one may read Chemnidas'si 
Sxamen Cdncilii Tridefitini. If I would know 
whsit the Lutherans will stand by, I would exa- 
mifie the Aiigshwg Confession \ and read ^ei- 
ddtn's History of the Reformation in (Germany ', 
stnd Seckendorf s Histoid of iMtJiercshism •, (which 
last is a book complete in its kind,) at the same 
tiiAe. The Harmony of ike Confessions of Pro^ 
teitmt Chvrches^, which are all printed toge&er, 

' Chemnitius^ ]kxaraen Concilii Tridenfihi^ iv. partibu^^ fol. 
Franco/, 1596. — fol. Geneva, 1654. 

^ The Augsburg Confession^ presented to Charkd V. in 15S0^ 
wa^ pr^te^ in German the same year^ both in 4to. and 8vo.<-^ 
in Lirtin^ 4to. and Svo. 1551. — ^The quarto edition is condid^r^' 
the more genuine. — 1535, &c. &c. — Greek and Latin> fol. WiUh. 
1584. 

* Sleidanus, Commentaria de statu religionis^ &c. foL et 8vo. 
Jrgerit. 1559.— 8va. Franco/. I6l0.— In English, by J. Dan^, 4t6. 
Lond. 1 560.— The general history of the reformation, &c. trans- 
lated from the tjatin, and continued by Edcq. Bohun, fol. Zo^. 
1^9-— Histoire die la information, par P. Le Courayer, 3 torn*. 
4to. Haga, 1767. 

' Seckendorf, Cotnmentarius historicus et apologeticus del Lu- 
thftranismo, 2 tom. fol. Franc, et Lips. 169^% 

^ Harmony of the Cdnfessiond of the faith of the Christian and 
refohhed Churched, 8vo. Cambridge, 1586. At the end is the. 
Confession of the Church of Scotland. To this' may tie added, 
the ^ Sylloge Confessionum sub tempus eCclesise reformats 
editaruih,* 8vo. Oton. 1804, which contains tlie Helvetic, Augs- 
burg, Saxon, and Belgic Confessions, tbe Heidelburg Catechism, 
and the Articles of the Synod of Dort. As a supplement to tliia. 
ma}r be used Butler*8 historical account of the Confessions of 
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vriU shew what every church has taught separately 
from the rest. In Knox's " and Spotswood's* His- 
tories of the Church of Scotland you will see whajt 
Scottish presbyterianism is, as it is represented by 
friends and foes. In Bp. Biimet's History of the Be- 
formation of the Church of England'^ you will have a 
fall view of the steps which our Church took,' wlieii 
she reformed herselffrom the errors of popery : and 
the doctrine of the Church of £lngland is fully seen in 
our Litui^y *, Articles *, and Homilies ^. The Ra- 

foith of the Roman Catholic, Greeks and prindpal: Protestant 
Churches^ 8to. Lond, 1816. Mr. Butler Is a Roman Catholic. 

^^ J. Knox^ The history of the reformation of the Church of 
Scotland, in five books, with bis life by Dr. Buchanan, fol. 
Lond, 1644. 

' J. Spotiswoode, The history of the Church of Scotland^ fol. 
Lond. 164^. 

y Burnet, History of the Reformation, &c. Parts 1, % fol. 

Lond. I679. 1681 Part 3. foL 1715.— Reprinted in 6vols. 8vo. 

Oxford, 1816. — An abridgment of the two first volumes was 
published by himself in 8vo.' 1682.— -Reprinted 1705. — at Ox- 
ford in 1808 and I8I6. 

' Liturgy, The English liturgy was first printed in 1549, (of 
which date there are two editions.) — Revised in 1552. — ^Abo- 
lished by Queen Mary. — ^Restored by Elizabeth, and the Act of 
Uniformity passed. The last revisal took place after the resto- 
ration of Charles II. when the second Act of Uniformity 
was made. 

^Articles, The first edition of the Thirty-nine Articles was 
printed in Laitin at London ih 1568. ISmo. A copy of this in 
the Bodleian Library at Oxford has 108 original signatures of 
the Clergy of the lower House of Convocation. The Articles 
were ratified by Parliament in 1571, and first printed in English 
(I believe) in 1581, 4to. The Articles of Edward VI. (forty- 
two in number)^were printed in 1547. 

^ Homilies, The first volume of the Homilies was published 
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ccfvian Catechism "^ will shew you what the Sociniam^ 
formerly held m Poland, and by what arguments 
they endeavoured to support their impious heresy. 
Barclay's Apology* gives us such a system of 
Quakerism, as the Quakers profess to abide by. 

hi tke rei^ of Edward VI. 4to. Land, i547«— ^The second bj 
conmiand of Elizabeth^ in 1563. who also caused the former to 
be reprint^ in 15599 1563, &c. The two are now generally 
united.-*There are editions^ fol. Lond. 16^, 17S6, 1815.— ^8 vb. 
Oxford, 1802, 1810^ 1814. 

^ The Racovian Catechism was first published in the Polish 
language, Itmct, 1605.'— oiext in German, l608. The first Latin 
edition was printed at Raeow, in 1609/ 18mo. of which there are 
two 8ort8> one containing S79 pag^/ the other 817. — A German 
translation, ISmo. 1613%— In Latin, with a life of Socinus, ISmp. 
Racovia, 1651. This edition was really printed in London, and 
in ihe next year was, by order of the British Ptoliament, seized 
and publicly burnt at the London Exchange, and at Palace 
Yard, Westminster. 

A new edition, altered and enlarged from that of I609, was 
published by Sehlichting^us, 12mo. Irenopoli, {i. e. Amsterdam^) 
post annum Domini 1659; (i. e. according to Sandius, about 1665.) 
and reprinted in 1684. Stauropoli, per Eulogetum PhUalethen^ 
8vo. All of these are, from the subsequent banishment and' 
dispersion of the Polish Unitarians, of exceeding rarity. But 
the most ample and authentic edition is one edited by Wissowa- 
tius, with notes and emendations, 4to: Stauropoli, I68I. attached 
to Crellii Ethica Aristotelica, 4to« Cosmopoli, (i. e. AmUerdamf) 
1681. 

An English translation of this last, by Thos. Bees, haa just 
been published, 8vo. London, 1818, with an historical introduc- 
tion, in which is a minute account of the editions and compilers 
of the Catechism, and from which this note has been composed. 
A treatise against it by Wren, Bishop of Ely, may be found ic^ 
the 9tb volume of the Critici Sacri, London edition. «, 

^ Barclay, An Apology for the Quakers, 4to. 1678.— 8vo 
1701,1736. 
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Hie Ads of the Shfnod o/D&rt ^ will folly iwtruct 
us in the nature of Dutch Calyinism; andtlie 
Acta Synodalia Remonstrantium ' give the reaMM 
at Isu^ why the Arminians separated from the 
Cal?inists, and refused to subscribe to the decrees 
of that synod. Orobio the Jew (whose papers in 
defence of Judaism ai« printed at length m Lorn- 
borch's Collatio cum erudite Jvd(BO ^) does in them 
acquaint us with what the Jews have to say for 
themselves, for th^ not embracmg the Christian 
faith. Mr. Reland '' has lately published a short 
System of Mahometanismj written by a , Maho- 
metan ; from which and from the Alcoran '\ which 
is well Inranslated into Latin, you will heitesr learn 
wfa^ the disciples of Mahomet teach, thai^ from 
any Christian writers that I know. 

8. 1 have said little hitherto of Ecclesiastics^ 
History. That is a necessary part of knowledge 
to a divine in most controversies, but especially 
if he has much to do with Papists and Arians. 
TThe ancient historians *, whom Valesius has pub- 

* Acta Synodi nationalis Dordrecht! habitse^ fdL Lugd, Bat 
1620.— in English, 4to. 1619. 

'Acta, et Scriptasynodalia Dordracena ministromm remon- 
stTanthim in foederato Belgio, 4to. Herderwiici, 1620. 

s Limborch, De veritate religionis Christianse arnica collatio 
cum erudito Judaso, 4to. Gouda, 1687. 

' Alcoran, Latin^ cum preefatione Ph. Melancthpnis et Apo* 
logia Theodori Bibliandri, fol. 1550.— Arabic^ et Latin^ per 
Maraccium, 2 tpm. fol. Paiavii, 1698. — ^In English bj Sale, 4to. 
1734. 

^ Relandns, De rdigione Mohamn)iedic&^ libri II, edit, altera 
•octior. 12mo. Traj. ad RJien. 1717. 

^ Socrates, &c. see above, page 18. 

£2 



I 



fZ SOllEi THOUGHTS CONCERNING 

Jished in Greek and Latm, are certamly to be rend 
more than oiice with qare^ To these one should 
join Lactantiiis ^ (or whoever is the author) de Mar- 
tibus persecutarumt and the Ecclesiasticid History 
of Sulpicius jSeverus "^. After them (unless you 
will reckon Kuffinus's Ecclesiastical History "^ 
Virhich is little more than a translation of £usebius) 
^e have not many aacient writers who have pror 
fessedly given us much of Ecclesiaadcai JJistoxy:; 
What we would know more, must chiefly be ga^ 
jthered from modem collectors. From the 6th 
century downwards, till the Reformation, things 
grew dark ; and Du Pin ^ will amply satisfy th^ 
i)itriosity of those who want time, and inclination, 
^and opportunity, to pursue those disquisitions far- 
ther. Dr. Cave's Ldves of the Fathers p are in all 
men's hands, and are, doubtless, well worth read- 
ing. But if a man desires to be exact with Uttle 

^ LactantiuSj De mortibus persecutorum^ cum notU varior. 
Svo. Traj. 1692. — And in the second volume of ' Baluzii Mis- 
cellanea/ 7 tom. 8v6. Paris, 1679' — Opera omnia^ cum notis, 
&c. variorum, cur& J. L. Bunemann, 2 tom. Lips. 1739. 

™ Sulpicius Severus, Opera omnia, 8vo. Colon* 1600.— ^to. 
Lugd.Bat. 1647.— 8vo. ibid. 1654.— 8vo. Zip*wB, 1703,— Sa- 
cne Historic libri 2. 8vo. Franekera, l607' — ^And with the com- 
mentary of Sigonius, in ' Sigonius de antiquo jure civium Boma- 
norum/ fol. Franco/, 1593. 

* Ruffinus, Eusebii historia ecclesiastica, Latin^, Rufino inter- 
preter fol. Hagenoa, 1506. 

® Dupin, see above, page 20. 

P Cave, Lives of the Fathers, 2 vols. fol. Lond. 1677, l683. 
The first vol. contains the fathers of the three first centuries^ 
the second those of the fourth* To this last there is an Ap- 
pendix of sixty-one pages. 
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trouble, and isfMriUtng to know, in a manner, aH 
that can be known for. the firiit four or five centa* 
ries in the church, let him read Monsieur de TiUe^ 
motifs Memmrs for Ecclesiastical History ^ care- 
fully, who, in my opinion, has set a pattern of ex- 
actness and judgm(»it to all that will come after 
him, and has: greatly outdotie all that have gone 
before him. If you would have a regular continued 
history of the church, Godeatfs% though a Papist, 
which reaches to the tenth century, is the best; 
and to him you may oppose Le Sueur •, who was 
a Protestant, whose Ecclesiastical History is very 
useful to a Protestant, because at the end of every 
remarkable period he sets down an account of the 
controversies then started with a good deal pf 
judgment. But I see I shall run into too great a 
length, and therefore I omit Baronius s Annals \ 

^ M. de TiUemont^ M^moires pour servir ^ Thistoire ecd^sias- 

tique des six premiers si^cles^ 23 torn, 8vo« Bruxelles, 1706.^ 

16 torn. 4to. Paru, 1693-1712.— An English transUtioif of this 
work was begun, and 2 vols, published, reaching no farther th^n 
towards the end of the second century : it ceased from want qf 
encouragement fol. Lond, 1733. 

*^6odeau, Histolce de I'Eglise, 6 tom. 12nio. Lyons, 1697. 

' Le Sueur, Histoire de I'Eglise et de TEmpire, 7 tom. 4to. 
-4iiMtei. 1730. 

^ Baronius, Annales ecclesiastici, 10 tom. fol. Antv. 1594rl603. 
The work was continued to vol. 19, at Cologna. Bzovius is the 
author of all after vol. 12. — the 14th vol. has an appendix of 
184 pages. It was also continued at Rome by Odoricus Ray- 
naldus, and there published, viz. tom. 13 to 20, in folio, l646 to 
l663.-*both continuations reach down to the year 1534. Some 
part of it was also published in Arabic by Britius, 3 tom. 4to. 
tUmcR, 1653. 

Spondanus published an Epitome of Baronius in 1 vol. foL 
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irhich if our student would read, he ought by all. 
means to .compare F. Pagi's Critique ' upon them, 
along as he goes. 

1 shall add no more. You desired only a short 
sketch, and you have it. Ifjrou would read Ipnger 
and more accurate discourses upon this subject, 
you may find enough to satisfy your curiosity in 
Stephanus G aussenus's Dissertatiane^ TAeologieig^ 
and F. Mabillon's Treatise of Mmmti^ Stui^es^ 
whom I purposely avoided to copy, because I ^ 
prehended that you desired my own thoughts pidv 
iipon this subject. I am, 

Sir, 
Your most afl^tionate 

Friend apd servant, 

W.W. 

MoguntUe, 1617.— Again, (with a life of Baronius, and an 
^Auctarium/ or continuation, to 1622,) fol. MoguiU. 1622. 
This Atictarium he afterwards enlarged, and published under the 
title of 'Annalium Baronii continuatio ab anno 1197 qno is 
desiit, ad finem 1647/ 2 torn. fol. Paris. 1659- ^ 

"* Ant. Pagi, Critica hiatorico-chronologica in Baronii Annales, 
fol. Ltit Par. 1689.— 4 torn. fol. Colon. AUobrog. 1705. 

« Gaiissjenus, Dissertationes Theologies, 8va UUraject 1678. 

y MabiUon, Traits des Etudes Monastiques, 2 torn. ftro. Pmis^ 

1692. ^ 
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